
1. CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM

2. ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Member Phil Bove
Member Heidi Klingel
Member Rachel Kullman
Member Anna Hansen
Member Susan Coulter

Members Excused:

Member Emile Sawyer
Member Andrew Black

Others Attending:

Zoe Isaacson, River and Watershed Project Administrator
Alan Hook, Attendee

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION: Member Hansen moved, seconded by Member Coulter, to approve the
agenda as presented.

VOTE: The motion was on the following Roll Call vote:

For: Member Bove, Member Klingel, Member Kullman, Member Hansen, Member
Coulter

Against: None
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Abstain: None

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. Approval of the 04/08/2021 Meeting Minutes

MOTION: Member Hansen moved, seconded by Member Coulter,
to approve the 4/08/2021 minutes as presented.

VOTE: The motion was on the following Roll Call vote:

For: Member Bove, Member Klingel, Member Kullman, Member
Hansen, Member Coulter

Against: None

Abstain: None

b. Approval of Minutes from 4/27/2021 River Commission Mtg

MOTION: Member Coulter moved, seconded by Member Klingel,
to approve the 4/27/2021 minutes as presented.

VOTE: The motion was on the following Roll Call vote:

For: Member Bove, Member Klingel, Member Kullman, Member
Hansen, Member Coulter

Against: None

Abstain: None

5. COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER AGENCIES/COMMITTEES

a. Report from Santa Fe Watershed Association (Amara Nash, Outreach
Coordinator, amara@santafewatershed.org)

MINUTES
SANTA FE RIVER
COMMISSION
JULY 08, 2021
6:00 PM

VIRTUAL MEETING

SANTA FE RIVER COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, July 8, 2021

Page 2 of 5



b. Santa Fe County Update (Carrie Olson, Project Manager, Public Works
Department, colson@santafecountynm.gov)

6. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

a. Administration of the 2021 Target Flow Hydrograph to date and ways to
adaptively manage remainder of Living River water based on new
developments at Nichols Reservoir and monsoon forecast (Alan Hook,
Public Utilities Water Resorce Coordinator, 955.4205,
aghook@santafenm.gov & Patricio Pacheco, Public Utilities Water
Resource Analyst, 955.4221, pmpacheco@santafenm.gov)

MOTION:

Member Coulter moved, seconded by Member Klingel,
to approve the amended hydrograph as presented; the planned
fall pulse will no longer take place in October due to changes
to the construction schedule at Nichols Reservoir. Instead, the
Commission has decided to increase the base flow from 0.15cfs
to 0.3cfs from now (7/8/2021) until February 17th, and will

resume mid-March to carry through the remainder of the water
year. This will allow for more infiltration and greater wetting of
the river channel.

VOTE: The motion was on the following Roll Call vote:

For:

Against:

b. Aquifer storage and recovery update and developments (William Schneider,
Public Utilities Water Resource Manager, 955. 955.4203,
whschneider@santafenm.gov)

MOTION: moved, seconded by , to postpone the informational item until
Bill Schneider can join future meeting.
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VOTE: The motion was on the following Roll Call vote:

For:

Against:

7. MATTERS FROM STAFF

a. Introduction of the Source Water Protection Plan for soliting comment (Zoe
Isaacson, River and Watershed Project Administrator, 955.6853,
zrisaacson@santafenm.gov)

b. River Talks series schedule of events (Zoe Isaacson, River and Watershed
Project Administrator, 955.6985, zrisaacson@santafenm.gov)

c. Santa Fe River Commission tour of the Upper Watershed and diversions
(Zoe Isaacson, River and Watershed Project Administrator, 955.6853,
zrisaacson@santafenm.gov)

8. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC

9. MATTERS FROM THE COMMISSION

a. Remembering Melinda Romero Pike (Phil Bove, Commission and Aceqia
Madre Mayordomo, pjbove@aol.com)

b. Chairwoman Kullman announces formation of Reach 19 River Commission
Stewardship Team (Rachel Kullman, RIver Commission Chair,
Rachel@Kullmanwater.com)

c. Update from Story Map group on “Stormwater Journeys in the Santa Fe
Watershed” (Heidi Klingel, River Commission Vice-
Chair, heidiklngel@hotmail.com)

d. Resignation of Vanessa Springer (Rachel Kullman, River Commission
Chair, rachel@kullmanwater.com)

10. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, October 14, 2021
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MONTHLY REPORT: June 2021 
To: The City of Santa Fe River & Watershed Coordinator  

From: Santa Fe Watershed Association  
Date:  June 30, 2021 

  
 

Our River, Our Water, Our Future 

 

1413 Second Street, Suite 3 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

(505) 820-1696  fax 986-9132 

amara@santafewatershed.org 

www.santafewatershed.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RE: Adopt-the-River & Adopt-an-Arroyo Programs 
 
Due to complications from COVID-19, volunteer and bag collection numbers have 
been drastically diminished. SFWA is eager to engage more volunteer activities in 
the River and arroyos as COVID restrictions are lifted.   

 
Task 1.  PLAN FOR RESTORING AND MAINTAINING ADOPTED RIVER REACHES AND ARROYOS 

 6/2/21, Waldorf School cleaned River Reach 21 

 6/17/21, Tom Rebstock cleaned Arroyo Chamisos (Carlos Rey to Las Campanas) 

 6/19/21, United Church of Santa Fe cleaned River Reach 17 

 6/20/21, NM State Land Office cleaned River Reach 11 

 6/20/21, NM State Supreme Court cleaned River Reach 12 

 6/25/21 to 6/27/21, SFWA Summer Clean Up Days 

 

TASK 2.  COORDINATE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE VEGETATION 

MANAGEMENT PLANNING  

 6/9/21 Arranged volunteers to water from San Isidro to Romero Park 

 6/10/21 Arranged volunteers to water from Frenchy’s Field to Siler Road 

 Coordinating waterings on an ongoing basis, scheduled in relation to rainfall events 

 

Task 3.  REPORT ON STEWARDS AND MONETARY SPONSORS 

 All reaches of the river have sponsors except for reaches 14,15, 19, 20, 25, 26, San Isidro 

Crossing (29C), and in the County: Camino Real (30D), and Paseo Real (40).  

 There are 5 reaches that need Steward teams (Reach 9, Reach 19, San Isidro Crossing, and 

the same two County reaches that need sponsors).  

 Arroyo reaches with signs are all sponsored except for 7.  

 Seven arroyo reaches need Stewards. 

 SFWA is actively looking for sponsors and stewards for the Adopt-an-Arroyo and Adopt-the-

River programs. 

 Adopt-an-Arroyo Program Manager, Amara Nash, and Administrative Director Raquel Baca 

Thompson have sent out sponsor invoices and renewal letters and will continue approaching 

potential Sponsors.  

 Adopt-an-Arroyo Program Manager, Amara Nash and Steward Coordinator Keely Jackson are 

tracking Steward renewals, approaching new potential Stewards and “Angel” Volunteers, and 

encouraging current steward teams to clean their reaches and, occasionally, other reaches in 

need of a cleanup. 
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TASK 4.  ORGANIZE AND SUPPORT TRASH REMOVAL AND VEGETATION MANAGEMENT  

             Reach Report for June 2021 totals for FY 2020-21 are as follows: 
                                      Reaches/visits         Volunteers               Trash Bags            Volunteer 
                                                                                                              Collected                Hours 
Totals through May 
River                                       51                                 170                           438                       565.5                 
Arroyos                                  21                                 274                           288                        603 

 
June 
River      4   69     167                          178 
Arroyos     2   11     21         21 
 
Totals                                    78                                  524                         914                       1,367.5 

 

The value of the volunteers' in-kind contributions in City river reaches and arroyos  

to date in FY 20/21 is approximately $34,776 (1,367.5 hours @ $25.43; see 

www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time).  

 

The approximate total weight of trash collected to date in FY 20/21 is 6.86 tons (914 bags * 

15 lbs/bag * 1/2000 tons/lb) 
 

 

TASK 5.  POST SIGNS FROM ARMIJO PARK TO FRENCHY’S FIELD 

 Keely Jackson-Kennemore and Andy Otto regularly check signs for wear and tear. Signs are 
from Cerro Gordo Road to Siler Bridge.  

 City staff continues to help with post and sign installation for the arroyo reaches. 

o SFWA will be requesting meeting with City staff to determine proper sign installation for 
new sponsor reaches. 

 

TASK 6.  PROVIDE TRAINING AND EDUCATION FOR VOLUNTEERS REGARDING RIVER & ARROYO RESTORATION 

 During cleanups that Keely and Amara attend, they speak to the volunteers about water 
conservation and water challenges in the Southwest. 

 We are working on developing more virtual education materials and outreach with the 
Santa Fe Public Schools Office of Sustainability. 

 We have received funding to create a series of educational videos for existing and potential 
stewards. 

 

TASK 7.  ORGANIZE THREE ANNUAL COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENTS 

 June 25-27 was our annual Summer Clean Up 
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 The next event is Hunt for Red Rocktober in October 

 

TASK 8.  COORDINATE WITH CITY STAFF TO TAKE ALL ACTIONS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CITY. 

 Keely Jackson-Kennemore and Amara Nash notify River and Watershed Coordinator Zoe 
Isaacson, Melissa MacDonald, and Parks Superintendent about each Steward clean-up 
outing to schedule trash collection. They also relay observations received from Stewards to 
Zoe Isaacson and Melissa McDonald. 

 A sharp increase in homeless activity in the Arroyo de los Pinos by La Farge Library was 
noted by numerous steward teams, including an abundance of bio-hazard waste and an 
obvious campfire site. There is significant concern about continuing to allow student groups 
to work in this reach and concerns about bush fire hazards. A recent steward team reported 
that they “stayed out of active homeless encampment of 7-15 people because of human 
waste, needles and other hazards.” 
 

TASK 9.  SEND MONTHLY REPORTS OF WORK DONE THE PREVIOUS MONTH. 

 We are hereby providing report of activity for June 2021 to the City of Santa Fe River and 
Watershed Coordinator. 

 

TASK 10.  CONDUCT PUBLIC OUTREACH TO PROMOTE PROGRAMS AS WELL AS TO THANK SPONSORS AND STEWARDS. 
INCLUDE PRESENTATIONS TO NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS, AND MAINTAIN A WEB SITE. 

 We have been using social media sites as well as volunteermatch.com, to thank volunteers 
and to recruit new volunteers for River and Arroyo Stewardship. 

 We are exploring virtual ways to promote and educate the community on the Adopt-an-
Arroyo Program. 

 

Submitted by: Amara Nash, SFWA Adopt-the-River and Adopt-an-Arroyo Program Manager 
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Summer
Summer started off hotter than a 3 alarm Hatch green chile taco eaten in the
arroyo de los Chamisos at high noon. Luckily, an abundant monsoon season



followed quickly. If only strong stormwater events didn't carry trash along the
six miles of river and ~80 miles of arroyos that our Adopt Programs cover.
What a powerful force of nature to try to pick up after.  We are so fortunate to
have so many volunteers and sponsors to help us keep up as the water flows
continue carrying a seemingly endless stream of debris. 

This summer SFWA volunteers were back in our waterways, getting down and
dirty, doing their best to keep up with the litter that damages the environment
and detracts from its natural beauty.

Speaking of great volunteers, a number of Santa Fe teachers continue to
participate in early back-to-school river cleanups knowing the value of these
outings. For what better way is there to strengthen
connections between themselves and their students than the river?  It's a
wonderful way to start the school year and say farewell to summer!

Stewards and Sponsors, thank you all for sharing some of your summer free
time with SFWA in the river and arroyos as we all work towards improving the
health of our watershed.



RIVER NEWS
We'd like to introduce our newest steward team — The City of Santa
Fe's River Commission. These folks volunteer their free time to help promote
and guide the City of Santa Fe as it works to restore the SF River to a living
river. Now they have begun to spend some of that free time in the river
removing trash too. And like the SFWA, they believe a living river creates an
opportunity for recreation, education, walkable urbanism, unification, and
ultimately, an asset to be enjoyed by all. We are excited to have them become



part of our larger Adopt Team. 

Want to know more? Click here:

https://www.santafenm.gov/media/archive_center/Commission_Role_and_Goals_background.pdf

 

We are also thankful for such a great turnout of Steward Teams and Angel
Volunteers this summer. We'd like to send a shout-out to those teams that have
been getting their feet wet, like Ross Rody's Team, UpCycle Santa Fe, The
City of Santa Fe's River Commission, The Sierra Club, and SF Waldorf
Elementary School.  And hat's off to the Closson Street Neighborhood and
Meow Wolf, who helped out as “angel volunteers”. Some exotic river finds this
summer from these cleanups were an ironing board, a colorful parrot kite, a
microwave and a slide projector. What will be found this fall?

Summer's not over yet, so let's keep the momentum going everyone. Visit the
river soon!

79 volunteers + 14 work hours = 106 bags of trash out of the river + two trailer loads!

SPONSOR NEWS
Since 2009, the Angelica Foundation, a private nonprofit in New Mexico, has
supported SFWA's Adopt the River program. Their contributions along with our
other wonderful sponsors have helped us host 12 Love Your River Days,
engage with hundreds of volunteers, and remove tons of trash from the river. 
A big thanks for supporting us over the years and for supporting progressive
organizations and programs in the U.S. and Mexico that empower
communities to become more economically, socially and environmentally just.

Sponsors, remember, your generous contributions help us organize hundreds
of SFWA volunteers you have never met, who spend their free time, moving
wet, sandy blankets and sleeping bags, filling up thirteen gallon bags with
tedious micro trash, and wrestling shopping carts and tires up steeper than



steep banks, and cutting back the ever persistent invasive elms. Your
contributions help us keep our volunteers safe with glove purchases, supplied
with bags, and refreshed on hot days. Your contributions also help us spread
the word to the community about the wonderful work they are doing and help
us host engaging community cleanups and volunteer recognition events.  We
truly could not do this work without you.  Thank you for your energy, time, and
resources.

Know anyone who would like to sponsor the river or arroyo?  Send them to
Amara Nash! 

amara@santafewatershed.org or call her at 505-820-1696.

.

              

ARROYO NEWS



We are happy to announce two new Arroyo Steward Teams, as well!  Nina
Otero Community School's 7th Grade Science Class will be working to keep
their reach of Arroyo Chamisos clean, as well as participating in some tracking
and data collection with our own Aaron Kauffman. Teacher Paul Bourdon
says, “taking my students into the Arroyo Chamisos for the first time last spring
was pretty cool! It was great to see them participate in surveying and data
collection activities.”

Seth Feder is leading a team from the neighborhood around Arroyo Torreon to
help keep that arroyo clean as well.  He wants to support all the great work
happening in the Santa Fe Watershed, “so we all can live in a sustainable city
with ample resources to support quality of life.”

While we are always giddy about announcing new teams, we also want to
shower our existing volunteers with gratitude.  The summer cleanup season
started with the Candelero Neighborhood Association team, who gave some
free time to do good work in the Arroyo Chamisos, while the Amma Center's
Green Team lent a helpful hand at the Arroyo Pinos by La Farge Library and
various others.

Arroyo teams, thank you for all your hard work this summer. Keep up the good work!  

10 Arroyo volunteers + 5 work hours = 14 bags better.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The City of Santa Fe and the River Commission Present: 
RIVER WALK + TALKS 
https://www.santafenm.gov/media/files/0716_2021%20River%20Talks.pdf

 



SEPT 8
River Talk: History of the Santa Fe River Hydrology
5:30-7:00 pm
Alto Park

Come join Steve Finch and John Shomaker &  Associates for a walking tour
around Alto Park to learn more about Santa Fe River history. 

SEPT 18
How to Become a Watershed Super Hero: 
A Walking Discussion of the Tools, Perspective and Practice of Citizen Science 
9:30-11:00 am
Frenchy's Field Barn

Join Rich Schrader of River Source at Frenchy's Field Barn for a walking tour. 
Come learn the ways one can engage in protecting water security and
resilience in the Santa Fe watershed and our local river. 

 

SEPT 22
Why Rain Gardens?
5:30-7:00 pm
Meetup at 1925 Aspen Drive

Join Reese Baker, owner of The Rain Catcher, for a rain garden tour. Learn
about bioremediation of storm water and more! 

SEPT 18



https://www.amigosbravos.org/upcoming-events/

OCTOBER 22-24
Hunt for the Red Rocktober !

  
 

Our Water, Our Future, Our Watershed
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