
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

Attendance: In response to the State’s declaration of a Public Health Emergency, the
Mayor’s Proclamation of Emergency, the ban on public gatherings in excess of those
permitted in the current Public Health Order, and the need to incorporate technology and
practices to re-institute in-person meetings conistet with the limitations established by the
Order, the Veterans Advisory Board meeting will be conducted virtually.

Viewing: Members of the public may join the Zoom meeting by internet or phone, as
follows:
Internet: To join the Zoom meeting on the internet using a computer, laptop, smartphone,
or tablet, use the following link: https://santafenmgov.zoom.us/j/91023070113?
pwd=QTJrQjl3M2c3TFpCRjVaRkJYZU53UT09.
Passcode: 141109
Attendees should use the “Raise Hand” function to be recognized by the Chair to speak
at the appropriate time.
Phone: To join the Zoom meeting using a phone, use the following phone numbers and
Webinar ID: US: 1 (346) 248-7799 - Webinar ID: 910 2307 0113 - Passcode: 141109
Phone attendees should press *9 to use the “Raise Hand” function to be recognized by
the Chair to speak at the appropriate time.
The agenda and packet for the meeting will be posted at
https://santafe.primegov.com/public/portal.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. April 29, 2021 meeting minutes are pending
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5. PUBLIC COMMENT

6. NEW BUSINESS

a. Request approval of the City created Veteran’s Advisory Board to enter
into a formal partnership via an MOA with Santa Fe Community
College Foundation to provide up to $18,000 a year to support
scholarships to enrolled full time and part time veterans and their family
members (Julie Sanchez, Youth and Family Services Division Director,
jjsanchez@santafenm.gov, 505-955-6678)

b. Approval of FY22 Veterans Advisory Board Meeting Calendar

c. Discussion of FY22 Veterans Day Event

d. Discussion of a Contract Amendment No. 2 to Contract # 21-0215 to
Increase funds to support Veteran Navigation within the City of Santa Fe

7. OLD BUSINESS

8. MATTERS FROM THE COMMITTEE

9. MATTERS FROM STAFF

10. NEXT MEETING: No Meeting Scheduled

11. ADJOURN

Persons with disabilities in need of accommodations, contact the City Clerk’s
office at 955-6521, five (5) working days prior to meeting date.
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MOU with SFCC Foundation
July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2025

4 years at up to $18,000 per year, total up to $72,000

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is entered into on this 1st day of July, 2021, by and between Santa Fe 
Community College Foundation (SFCCF) and the CITY OF SANTA FE, a municipal corporation (“CITY”).

RECITALS:  On June 16, 2021, the City of Santa Fe Veterans Advisory Board (VAB) met and discussed 
redrafting the MOU with SFCC to clarify the agreement in effect since June 2016 to fund a 1:1 match between 
the SFCCF and the VAB in the amount of $18,000 ($10,000 for Veterans and $8,000 for veterans’ spouses, 
children and grandchildren).  The VAB made a recommendation and unanimously voted to allocate $18,000 per 
each fiscal year 2021 thru 2025, to be equally matched dollar for dollar through the SFCCF.  In XXXdate of 2021, 
the City council unanimously voted to approve this transaction.

WITNESSETH:

The City and SFCCF desire to formalize

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES:

1. PURPOSE.

 A. To provide scholarship money in the amount of eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000) annually for 
veterans and their spouses, children and grandchildren to be administered through the SFCCF.

B. SFCCF shall be responsible for oversight and disbursement of funds.  Marketing, outreach, 
advertising, and communication with the veterans’ community shall be the responsibility of SFCCF.  Every 
effort will be made to utilize the full amount of scholarship money allocated.  Members of the SFVAB may 
collaborate with the Foundation and assist in the marketing effort.

C. Scholarship criteria for full time and part time students (minimum of 12 credit hours qualifies for 
full-time scholarship award of $2,000; minimum of 6 credit hours qualifies for part-time scholarship award of 
$1,000):

a. Veteran or family member, to include spouse, child, grandchild
b. New Mexico resident
c. Continuing students - cumulative GPA of 2.50 or higher; new students – waived GPA criteria
d. Declared an eligible major
e. May not be receiving other Veteran’s education benefits or education benefits for Veterans’ 

dependents (VA education benefits)
f. Applied for any applicable “Credit for Prior Learning” https://www.sfcc.edu/get-

started/apply-and-register/credit-prior-learning/ to include:
i. Transfer of Credit from Another Institution

ii. College Level Examination Program (CLEP) Test Credit
iii. DSST Exam Credit
iv. AP Test Credit
v. Military Training Credit



vi. Portfolios for Credit
g. Submitted a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
h. Submitted a current degree plan
i. Submitted a copy of the veteran’s DD214
j. Submitted a 300-500 word essay describing academic goals and how the scholarship funds will 

be utilized.

D.   A new category of scholarship eligibility will be established in 2021 for student veterans enrolled 
in less than 6 credit hours per semester.  This category is created for career enhancement or personal 
enrichment for veterans only (excluding spouses, children and grandchildren).  The criteria for a current 
degree plan is waived and no eligible degree major need be declared or degree plan submitted.  The amount 
of the scholarship award will be equal to ½ of the total cost of course tuition and fees.  The following criteria 
apply:

a. Veteran 
b. New Mexico resident
c. Continuing students - cumulative GPA of 2.50 or higher; new students – waived GPA criteria
d. May not be receiving other Veteran’s education benefits (VA education benefits)
e. Submitted a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
f. Submitted a copy of the veteran’s DD214
g. Submitted a 300-500 word essay describing academic goals and how the scholarship funds will 

be utilized.

E. Full time and part time scholarship recipients must complete their program of study within a 
maximum number of 90 credit hours.  Courses dropped during the drop/add period are excluded from 
calculations.  Repeat courses, incompletes, audits and withdrawals, are included in the maximum number of 
attempted credit hours.  Once a scholarship recipient reaches the maximum number of credit hours, they are no 
longer eligible for the VAB Scholarship.  Scholarship recipients are no longer eligible once they reach the 
maximum number of attempted credit hours or they graduate from their program; whichever comes first.

F. Students who have unforeseen circumstances that could not reasonably have been planned for have a 
one-time opportunity to appeal the suspension of the VAB Scholarship.  A written appeal must be submitted to 
the financial aid office stating the reasons for not maintaining eligibility.  The appeal and all supporting 
documents will be reviewed by the Financial Aid Appeals Committee.  The Committee will notify the student of 
its decision in writing.  Students whose appeal is approved will have their scholarship reinstated for the 
upcoming term.  This term will be called Probation as their continuing eligibility will be determined after their 
Probationary term is over. 

G.  Invoicing submitted by SFCCF will be tied to reporting and will be done once per semester.  When 
SFCCF has awarded the scholarships for the semester, a Report will be prepared using the provided SFVAB 
reporting form and submitted to the City along with the invoice.  

H.   Upon submission of the SFCCF Invoice and Report, the SFVAB City staff will acknowledge receipt of 
the required documentation, request payment, and serve as the POC for the SFCCF.

I.  SFCCF will make a presentation to the SFVAB each year during the April meeting to report on the 
scholarship partnership and discuss with the SFVAB any improvements needed to the process or 



implementation of the SFVAB Scholarship program.  The SFCC Veterans Resource Center director will also be 
invited to attend the April SFVAB meeting during the SFCCF presentation.

J.  At the end of each fiscal year, June 30, any un-awarded and un-invoiced scholarship funds will be 
returned to the general funds of the SFVAB.  The new allocation of $18,000 scholarship funds will then 
become available for invoicing during the next fiscal year.

NOTE:  Sections 2 thru 9 remain unchanged.  Please refer to the 2016 MOU for that content, and please add it 
here, followed by applicable signature blocks.

View the SFCC website information on the VAB scholarship:

https://www.sfcc.edu/paying-for-school/scholarships-grants/scholarships/ 

https://www.sfcc.edu/paying-for-school/scholarships-grants/scholarships/
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