
City of Santa Fe 
Historic Districts Review Board 

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 
 
Case # 2025-10489-HDRB 
Address – 539 Garcia St.  
Agent’s Name – Aviva Baumann, Wildflower Construction, LLC 
Owner/Applicant’s Name – Penny Rembe 
 
 THIS MATTER came before the Historic Districts Review Board (“Board”) for hearing 
on June 24, 2025. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 The Spanish-Pueblo Revival Style single-family residence at 539 Garcia St. is listed as 
contributing to the Downtown and Eastside Historic District.  It was constructed of adobe in the 
1940s as part of the José Dolores Garcia family compound.  A rear addition was constructed 
sometime between 1958 and 1966 in a ranch style at a lower height than the original structure.  
After 1978, a bay window addition was added on the west elevation and two window openings 
changed.  According to the 2025 Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI), the south 
elevation porch appears to have been reconstructed at an unknown date due to the types of 
materials used in the construction, including milled plates and precut corbels.  The residence is 
one of the original homes located in the Garcia Estate Subdivision, which was developed to 
accommodate Garcia family members with land deeded from the Garcia family ranch.  No 
primary facades have been designated on the residence. 
 
 A garage which may date back to the original construction of the house sits on the 
northwest corner of the lot, but it has not been assigned a historic status.  It is an adobe one-car 
garage in Pueblo-Revival style consistent with the house style.  The windows are wood sash 
windows, with one being a three-over-one window and the other a one-over-one window. 
 
 The Applicant requests the following: 
 

1) Status review with primary façade designation, if applicable, for the residential structure, 
and 

2) Status review with primary façade designation, if applicable, for the accessory structure. 
 
 The residential structure retains its original footprint, except for the bay window and rear 
addition.  The residence contributes to the historic associations and architectural design qualities 
that are significant for the Downtown and Eastside Historic District and specifically to the José 
Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision.  The Staff believes the south façade holds the most historic 
integrity of the residence, even with the changes and/or reconstruction of the portal.  The 
garage’s east elevation retains the most historic integrity of the garage, with the three-over-one 
wood window, which is most likely original to the structure.  The Staff has concluded that the 
residence and the associated garage are contributing to the district.  
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

 After conducting a public hearing and having heard from the Applicant and all interested 
persons, the Board hereby FINDS, as follows: 
 

1. Historic Preservation Division City staff reviewed the Application and related materials 
and information submitted by the Applicant for conformity with applicable Santa Fe City 
Code (“SFCC”) requirements and provided the Board with a written report of its findings 
(Staff Report), which evaluates the factors relevant to the Application. 

2. Historic Preservation Division Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommended that the 
historic status of the residential structure be maintained as contributing, with the south 
façade designated as the primary façade; and that the accessory structure be assigned 
contributing status, with the east facade designated as primary, per SFCC Section 14-
5.2(C)(2), Designation of Significant, Contributing or Non-Contributing Status Within 
Historic Districts. 

3. The project is subject to SFCC Section 14-5.2(C), Regulation of Significant and 
Contributing Structures. 

4. The project is subject to the requirements and general design standards set forth in SFCC 
Section 14-5.2(D), General Design Standards. 

5. The property is located in the Downtown and Eastside Historic District and is subject to 
the district design standards set forth in SFCC Section 14-5.2(E). 

6. SFCC Section 14-5.2(C)(2)(a-c) gives the Board authority to review and approve 
“significant,” “contributing,” or “non-contributing” status designations and to designate 
primary façades of contributing structures. 

7. Under SFCC Section 14-12.1, the definition of a “contributing structure” is “a structure, 
located in a Historic District, approximately 50 years old or older that helps to establish 
and maintain the character of that Historic District.  Although a contributing structure is 
not unique in itself, it adds to the historic associations or historic architectural design 
qualities that are significant for a district.  The contributing structure may have had minor 
alterations, but its integrity remains.”  

8. Under SFCC Section 14-12.1, the definition of a “primary façade” is one or more 
principal faces or elevations of a building with features that define the character of the 
building's architecture. 

9. Under SFCC Section 14-12.1, the definition of a “non-contributing structure” is a 
“structure, located in a Historic District, that is less than 50 years old or that does not 
exhibit sufficient historic integrity to establish and maintain the character of the Historic 
District.” 

10.  Based on the information set forth in the Staff Report, and the exhibits, testimony and 
evidence presented at the hearing, the Board finds that the residential structure meets the 
definition of a “contributing structure,” as recommended by Staff.  

11.  The Board finds that the south façade is the primary elevation of the residential structure 
with the features that define the character of the structure’s architecture. 

12.  Based on the information set forth in the Staff Report, and the exhibits, testimony and 
evidence presented at the hearing, the Board finds that the garage structure meets the 
definition of a “contributing structure,” as recommended by Staff.  
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13.  The Board finds that the south façade is the primary elevation of the garage with the 
features that define the character of the structure’s architecture. 

14.  The information contained in the Application and provided in testimony and evidence 
establishes that all applicable requirements for Board review have been met. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
 Under the circumstances and given the evidence and testimony submitted during the 
hearing, the Board acted upon the application as follows:  
 

1. The Board has the authority to review and approve the application. 
2. The Board grants the Applicant’s request to review historic status.  
3. The Board maintains the residential structure’s contributing status.  
4. The Board designates the accessory (garage) structure as a contributing structure.  
5. The Board designates the following elevation of the residence as the primary façade: 

south. 
6. The Board designates the following elevation of the accessory structure as the 

primary façade: south. 
 

 IT IS SO ORDERED ON THIS 28th DAY of April, 2026, BY THE HISTORIC 
DISTRICTS REVIEW BOARD OF THE CITY OF SANTA FE. 
 
 
_______________________     _____________ 
Cecilia Rios       Date 
Chair         
 
FILED: 
 
______________________     ______________ 
Geralyn Cardenas      Date 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
_________________________    ______________ 
Frank Ruybalid      Date 
Assistant City Attorney 
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Regular Meeting of the Historic 

Districts Review Board 
June 24, 2025, at 5:30 PM 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
200 Lincoln Avenue 

 

Meeting Minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3ayHp9933M 

  
Call to Order 
Acting Chair Bienvenu called the regular meeting of the Historic Districts Review Board 
to order at approximately 5:30 pm in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. 
 
2. Roll Call  
Roll Call indicated the presence of a quorum as follows: 
 
Members Present 
Mr. John Bienvenu, Vice Chair 
Ms. Jennifer Biedscheid 
Ms. Amanda Mather 
Ms. Mary Ellen Degnan 
Mr. Scott Cherry 
 
Members Absent 
Ms. Cecilia Rios, Chair (Excused) 
Ms. Madelein Aguilar Medrano (Excused) 
 
Others Present 
Ms. Heather Lamboy, Planning and Land Use Director 
Ms. Maggie Moore, Planning and Land Use Assistant Director 
Mr. Frank Ruybalid, Assistant City Attorney 
Ms. Amanda Romero, Senior Planner  
Mr. Paul Duran, Senior Planner 
 
Note: All items in the Board packet for all agenda items are incorporated herewith by 
reference. The original Board packet is available on Civic Clerk and can be requested 
from the Historic Preservation Division. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3ayHp9933M


Historic Districts Review Board 
June 24, 2025 
Page 34 of 36 

 
 

 

Acting Chair Bienvenu stated the concern is that by making a decision, the board is 
sacrificing its control so that this potentially never comes before them again, since many 
red tags never turn into a case. The board would prefer to address it now, and they do 
have the authority from a code provision for restoration os status if a property owner 
makes changes in a structure without proper city approval, which results in the lowering 
of the status of a structure, or the board may require the property owner to restore the 
structure. Therefore, the board could, based on a record that is before it, rule that there 
are unauthorized changes made resulting in an alteration of the status and order it to be 
restored, separate from the city’s process. 
 
Attorney Ruybalid stated that the concern is that it is not on the agenda tonight, so that 
decision could not be made tonight. 
 
Acting Chair Bienvenu stated that this was why the discussion was about postponing the 
case. 
 
Attorney Ruybalid reiterated that code enforcement needs to investigate this, and he 
discouraged the board from deciding on that issue without the investigation and without 
it being on the agenda. 
  
Board Action: 
Member Biedscheid moved that because the application appears to be incomplete in that 
the drawings do not represent all changes made to the structure to date and because this 
is a contributing structure the changes requested tonight affect the primary façade which 
seems to be altered that this case be postponed to a date certain and request that the 
applicant come back with a full application for the changes that have been made and any 
further action required to address the gap in the materials reviewed tonight and the on-
site conditions observed today. Member Degnan seconded. The motion passed with the 
Board voting unanimously (4-0).  
 
Staff asked for clarification if this would be two separate cases, one being the postponed 
case because the agenda has been posted and the case cannot be altered, and the other 
for the other items requested as another case number so that this can be posted correctly, 
and that the date certain was to be July 22, 2025. 
 
It was determined that it all needed to be heard together so staff could determine when 
the case should come forward with all of the required information. 
 

c. 2025-010489-HDRB, 539 Garcia St., Downtown & Eastside Historic 
District, contributing, Matthew Rembe, agent for Penny Rembe, owner, requests a 
historic status review with primary facade(s) designation, if applicable, for a 
residential structure and an accessory structure. 
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Mr. Gary Moquino presented the case and staff recommendation. Staff recommended 
that the historic status of the residential structure be maintained as contributing with the 
south façade, which holds the greatest historic integrity, as the primary facade, and that 
the accessory structure be designated as contributing with the east facade as primary, 
per section 14-5.2(C)(2) Designation of Significant, Contributing or Noncontributing 
Status Within Historic Districts. 
 
Penny Rembe, 533 Garcia Street, Santa Fe, was sworn in. Ms. Rembe stated this was 
their second process in Santa Fe, the first was at 533 Garcia, the old Pete Don Jose 
Garcia's house. They also have resided in a historic house in Albuquerque. They were 
friends with Tina, who lived at 539 Garcia and when Tina moved out, they purchased the 
home to have a place for their four children and families when they come for the holidays. 
She stated that they love the house, the Garcias and that street. 
 
Aviva Bowman, 47 Old Road, Lamey, was sworn in. Ms. Bowman agreed with the façade 
recommended for the residence; however, she disagreed that the garage should be 
contributing, but more so that the east façade should not be primary because it is very 
deteriorated.  
 
Member Biedscheid asked for clarification that the property was already designated 
contributing and that the primary facades were the request for tonight. 
 
Mr. Moquino stated that the main residence is already contributing, it only needs primary 
façade designation. The garage has no status, so it needs a status review.  
 
Member Biedscheid stated in regards to the garage that if it is to be contributing that the 
south façade that faces the street consistent with the main house would be the more 
appropriate primary facade and the reason to designate that would be to preserve the 
position of a garage as a garage and have it read as a garage that sort of deep set 
driveway is unique to the streetscape the south would be the better designation rather 
than the east on the garage. 
 
Public Comment: 
Ms. Beninato appreciated Member Cherry catching the changes in the prior case and the 
board taking the appropriate action to find out what happened. Regarding this case, she 
stated that the main residence should remain contributing and that the façade that faces 
the street with the portal should be primary. She agreed with Member Biedsheid’s 
suggestion that the garage, the one façade facing the street, should be primary. 
 
Member Cherry asked Member Biedscheid the reason why both of the recommended 
facades, east and south, would not be considered as primaries. 
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Member Biedscheid explained that the south facade is sufficient to recognize that as a 
garage, and her philosophy is to designate the minimal number of facades, especially on 
a very small building, that preserve the characteristics that are important about that 
structure. In this case, the south façade has both the pedestrian and vehicle doors with 
headers, though the garage door material should be excluded. 
 
Board Action: 
Member Biedscheid moved to retain the residence as contributing and designate the 
south facade as primary, and to designate the garage as contributing with the south 
facade as primary, excluding the non-historic materials and the garage door material. 
Member Mather seconded. The motion passed with the Board voting unanimously (4-0).  
 
10. Discussion Items  
There were no discussion items. 
 
11. Matters from the Board  
There were no matters from the Board. 
 
12. Next Meeting  
July 8, 2025 
 
13. Adjournment  
 
Acting Chair Bienvenu asked if there were any objections to adjournment. There were 
none. The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Lani McCulley, Transcription 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________   _____________ 
Cecilia Rios, Historic District Review Board Chair  Date 
 



City of Santa Fe
Land Use Department

200 Lincoln Ave.
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0909

PROJECT 
DESC: 

2025-010489-HDRB, 539 Garcia St., Downtown & Eastside Historic District, contributing, 
Matthew Rembe, agent for Penny Rembe, owner, requests a historic status review with 
primary facade(s) designation, if applicable, for a residential structure and an accessory 
structure.

LOCATION: 539 GARCIA ST
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Historic Status ReviewPROJECT TYPE: 

CASE NUMBER: 2025-010489--HDRB

Penny RembeProperty OwnerCONTACTS: 539 GARCIA ST
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Matthew RembeApplicant

This is to certify that the Historic Districts Review Board (HDRB) acted on your request at their hearing on 
Jun 24, 2025. The decision of the Board was to retain the main residence as contributing and designate the south 
facade as primary and designate the garage as contributing with the south facade as primary excluding the 
non-historic materials and the garage door material.

For further information please call 505-955-6605. 

BOARD ACTION

Lani McCulley

Sincerely,

NOTE: Applicant can use this action letter to apply for construction permit, but the permit shall not be released until the end of the appeal period 

which starts on the date of filing of the Findings and Conclusions in the City Clerk’s office (SFCC 14-3.17(D)). Your permit will be denied if any 

changes on plans that were not approved by the HDRB or if conditions of approval are not met. Please attach copies of this letter to all sets 

when submitting for construction permits. 
Ver. 12           1/14/2020
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DATE: June 10, 2025 

TO: Historic Districts Review Board 

 

VIA: 

 

Heather Lamboy, Planning & Land Use Department Director 

Maggie Moore, Assistant Land Use Director 

Gary Moquino, Historic Preservation Division Manager 

  

FROM:  Lani McCulley, Senior Planner, Historic Preservation Division 

  

 

2025-010489-HDRB, 539 Garcia St., Downtown & Eastside Historic District, contributing, 

Matthew Rembe, agent for Penny Rembe, owner, requests a historic status review with primary 

facade(s) designation, if applicable, for a residential structure and an accessory structure. 

 

REFERENCE ATTACHMENTS (Sequentially): 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the historic status of the residential structure be maintained as contributing 

with the south façade, which holds the greatest historic integrity, as the primary facade, and that 

the accessory structure be designated as contributing with the east facade as primary, per section 

14-5.2(C)(2) Designation of Significant, Contributing or Noncontributing Status Within Historic 

Districts. 

 

Sample motions: 

a. In case 2025-010489-HDRB, for 539 Garcia Street, retain the residential structure as 

CITY SUBMITTALS  

 
          District Standards & yard wall 
               & fence standards. 
 
   x    Historic Inventory Form 
 
   _     Zoning Review Sheet 
 
         Other:  

APPLICANT SUBMITTALS 
 

   x     Proposal Letter 
 
   x     Site Plan/Floor Plan 
 
   x     Elevations 
 
   x    Photographs 
 
   x     Other: [2025 HCPI] 
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contributing with the south façade as primary, and designate the accessory structure as 

contributing with the east façade as primary per staff’s recommendation. 

 

b. In case 2025-010489-HDRB, for 539 Garcia Street, retain the residential structure as 

contributing with the south façade as primary, and designate the accessory structure as non-

contributing. 
 

c. In case 2025-010489-HDRB, for 539 Garcia Street, downgrade the residential structure to 

non-contributing and designate the accessory structure as contributing with the east façade 

as primary. 
 

d. In case 2025-010489-HDRB, for 539 Garcia Street, downgrade the residential structure to 

non-contributing, and designate the accessory structure as non-contributing. 

 

BACKGROUND & SUMMARY:  

 

The single-family residence at 539 Garcia Street is listed as contributing to the Downtown and 

Eastside Historic District. No primary facades have been designated on the residential structure. 

The accessory structure has not been assigned a historic status. 

 

 
Figure 1: Property setting 

 

The Spanish Pueblo Revival-style home was constructed in the 1940s using adobe as part of the 

Garcia family compound. A rear addition was constructed sometime between 1958 and 1966 (see 

aerials provided in 2025 HCPI) in a ranch style at a lower height than the original structure. After 

1978, a bay window addition was constructed on the west elevation along with two window 

opening changes. According to the 2025 Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI), the south 

elevation porch appears to have been reconstructed at an unknown date due to the types of 

materials used in the construction, including milled plates and precut corbels. The windows are a 

combination of wood, aluminum, and vinyl. The residence is one of the original homes located in 

the Jose Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision (lot 2), which was developed to accommodate Garcia 

family members from land deeded from the Garcia family ranch. 
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Figure 2: South Elevation of Residential Structure 

 

 
Figure 3: November 10, 1958, aerial photograph. Lot 2 is the subject property. 

 

In the northwest corner of the lot sits an adobe one-car garage in Pueblo-Revival style consistent 

with the house style, also dating to the 1940s. The windows are wood sash windows, with one 

being a three-over-one window and the other a one-over-one window. 
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Figure 4: South Elevation of Accessory Structure 

 

APPLICANT’S REQUEST: 

The applicant requests the following: 

 

1) Status review with primary façade designation, if applicable, for a residential structure, and 

2) Status review with primary façade designation, if applicable, for an accessory structure. 

 

The residence and accessory structure combination were constructed at the same time in matching 

styles. The lot is one of the first to be developed in the Jose Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision, 

which is indicative of family compound development in Santa Fe, where the homes are built for 

the family and divided from the original family tract after the residences are constructed. The 

residential structure retains its original footprint and shows its development over time. Except for 

the bay window and rear addition, the entire structure has not been altered from its original historic 

condition. The residence contributes to the historic associations and architectural design qualities 

that are significant for the Downtown and Eastside Historic District and specifically to the Jose 

Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision. The south façade holds the most historic integrity, even with 

the possibility of changes and/or reconstruction of the portal. The garage’s east elevation retains 

the most historic integrity with the three-over-one wood window, which is most likely original to 

the structure. Therefore, staff find that the residence and the associated garage are contributing to 

the district.  
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Figure 5: Façade Diagram 

 

 

RELEVANT CODE CITATIONS:  

14-5.2 HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

(A) General Provisions    

(1) General Purpose  

In order to promote the economic, cultural, and general welfare of the people of the city 

and to ensure the harmonious, orderly and efficient growth and development of the city, 

it is deemed essential by the governing body that the qualities relating to the history of 

Santa Fe, and a harmonious outward appearance, which preserve property values and 

attract tourists and residents alike, be preserved, some of these qualities being:  

(a) The continued existence and preservation of historical areas and buildings;  

(b) The continued construction of buildings in the historic styles; and  

(c) A general harmony as to style, form, color, height, proportion, texture, and material 

between buildings of historic design and those of more modern design.  

 

(C) Regulation of Significant and Contributing Structures in the Historic Districts    

(Ord. No. 2004-26)  
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(1) Purpose and Intent  

It is intended that:  

(a) Each structure is to be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 

Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as the addition of 

conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 

undertaken.  

(b) Changes to structures that have acquired historic significance in their own right 

shall be retained and preserved, recognizing that most structures change over time;  

(c) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a structure be preserved; and  

(d) New additions and related or adjacent new construction be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the original form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired.  

(2) Designation of Significant, Contributing, or Noncontributing Status within Historic 

Districts  

(a) Status Designation  

Structures within historic districts may be designated a status of "significant," 

"contributing," or "noncontributing" based upon the definitions of these terms in 

Article 14-12. Staff shall maintain a record as to the current status of structures 

located in the Historic Districts.  

(b) Board Authority to Review Status Designation  

(i) The Board is authorized to change the status of a structure or to designate a 

status for a structure with no status designated.  

(ii) A change in status or the designation of a status shall be based upon an 

evaluation of data provided through survey or other relevant sources of 

information and the definitions of "significant," "contributing," or 

"noncontributing."  

14-12 Significant Structure: 

A structure located in a historic district that is approximately fifty years old or older, and that 

embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. For a structure to 

be designated as significant, it must retain a high level of historic integrity. A structure may be 

designated as significant: 

(A) for its association with events or persons that are important on a local, regional, 

national, or global level; or 

(B) if it is listed on or is eligible to be listed on the State Register of Cultural Properties or 

the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

14-12 Contributing Structure: 

A structure, located in a historic district, approximately fifty years old or older, that helps to 

establish and maintain the character of that historic district. Although a contributing structure is 

not unique in itself, it adds to the historic associations or historic architectural design qualities that 

are significant for a district. The contributing structure may have had minor alterations, but its 

integrity remains. 
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14-12 Noncontributing Structure: 

A structure, located in an H district, that is less than fifty years old or that does not exhibit sufficient 

historic integrity to establish and maintain the character of the H District. 

 

14-12 Primary Façade: 

One or more principal faces or elevations of a building with features that define the character of 

the building's architecture. 
 

(E) Downtown and Eastside Design Standards    

The governing body recognizes that a style of architecture has evolved within the city from 

the year 1600 to the present characterized by construction with adobe, hereafter called "old 

Santa Fe style", and that another style has evolved, hereafter called "recent Santa Fe style", 

which is a development from, and an elaboration of the old Santa Fe style, with different 

materials and frequently with added decorations.  

(1) Old Santa Fe Style  

Old Santa Fe style, characterized by construction with adobe, is defined as including the 

so-called "pueblo" or "pueblo-Spanish" or "Spanish-Indian" and "territorial" styles, and 

is more specifically described as follows:  

(a) With rare exception, buildings are of one story, few have three stories, and the 

characteristic effect is that the buildings are long and low. Roofs are flat with a 

slight slope and surrounded on at least three sides by a firewall of the same color 

and material as the walls or of brick. Roofs are never carried out beyond the line of 

the walls except to cover an enclosed portal or porch formed by setting back a 

portion of the wall or to form an exterior portal, the outer edge of the roof being 

supported by wooden columns. Two-story construction is more common in the 

territorial than in other sub-styles, and is preferably accompanied by a balcony at 

the level of the floor of the second story. Façades are flat, varied by inset portales, 

exterior portales, projecting vigas or roof beams, canales or water-spouts, flanking 

buttresses, and wooden lintels, architraves, and cornices, which, as well as doors, 

are frequently carved, and the carving may be picked out with bright colors. Arches 

are almost never used except for nonfunctional arches, often slightly ogive, over 

gateways in freestanding walls.  

(b) All exterior walls of a building are painted alike. The colors range from a light earth 

color to a dark earth color. The exception to this rule is the protected space under 

portales, or in church-derived designs, inset panels in a wall under the roof, in 

which case the roof overhangs the panel. These spaces may be painted white or a 

contrasting color or have mural decorations.  

(c) Solid wall space is always greater in any façade than window and door space 

combined. Single panes of glass larger than thirty (30) inches in any dimension are 

not permissible except as otherwise provided in this section.  

(d) The rule as to flat roofs shall not be construed to prevent the construction of 

skylights or installation of air conditioning devices, or any other necessary roof 

structures, but such structures other than chimneys, flues, vents and aerials, shall 

be so placed as to be concealed by the firewall from the view of anyone standing in 

the street on which the building fronts;  
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(e) True old Santa Fe style buildings are made of adobe with a mud plaster finish. 

Construction with masonry blocks, bricks, or other materials with which the adobe 

effect can be simulated is permissible, provided that the exterior walls are not less 

than eight (8) inches thick and that geometrically straight façade lines are avoided. 

Mud plaster or hard plaster simulating adobe, laid on smoothly, is required; and  

(f) It is characteristic of old Santa Fe style commercial buildings to place a portal so 

that it covers the entire sidewalk, the columns being set at the curb line.  

(2) Recent Santa Fe Style  

Recent Santa Fe style intends to achieve harmony with historic buildings by retention of 

a similarity of materials, color, proportion, and general detail. The dominating effect is 

to be that of Adobe construction, prescribed as follows:  

(a) No building shall be over two stories in height in any façade unless the façade shall 

include projecting or recessed portales, setbacks, or other design elements.  

(b) The combined door and window area in any publicly visible façade shall not exceed 

forty percent of the total area of the façade except for doors or windows located 

under a portal. No door or window in a publicly visible façade shall be located 

nearer than three (3) feet from the corner of the façade;  

(c) No cantilevers shall be permitted except over projecting vigas, beams, or wood 

corbels, or as part of the roof treatment described below;  

(d) No less than eighty percent of the surface area of any publicly visible façade shall 

be adobe finish or stucco simulating adobe finish. The balance of the publicly 

visible façade, except as above, may be of natural stone, wood, brick, tile, terra 

cotta, or other material, subject to approval as hereinafter provided for building 

permits.  

(e) The publicly visible façade of any building and of any adjoining walls shall, except 

as otherwise provided, be of one color, which color shall simulate a light earth or 

dark earth color, matte or dull finish, and of relatively smooth texture. Façade 

surfaces under portales may be of contrasting or complementary colors. Windows, 

doors, and portals on publicly visible portions of the building and walls shall be of 

one of the old Santa Fe styles, except that buildings with portals may have larger 

plate glass areas for windows under portals only. Deep window recesses are 

characteristic, and  

(f) Flat roofs shall have not more than thirty (30) inches of overhang.  

 













To the Santa Fe Historical Board,  
 
We would like to request a status review for the property at 539 Garcia St. Santa Fe, NM 87505. 
Please see the documents prepared by John Murphy.  
 
Please contact Aviva Baumann of Wildflower Construction LLC with any questions.  
 
Thank you very much, 
 
Aviva Baumann 
Wildflower Construction LLC 
323-449-9443  
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For HPD Office use only:  
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Juan and Simona/ 
Stella and José Salazar/ 
Christina Ertner House  
 

2. Location:  
 

539 Garcia Street  

Downtown and Eastside Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
    Santa Fe ID: N/A  

4. County: Santa Fe 
    Parcel # 12382336 
 

5. Property Type: 
_x Buildings: house and garage  
__ Structures:   
__ Site     __ Object 
 

  

6. Date of Survey:    
    May 7, 2025 

7. Previous Survey Date(s): 
__Yes:  
_x_No: per communication with SFe 
HPD and NMCRIS  

8. Name of Project:  
    HDRB Status Evaluation  

9. Lat/Long:  
  35.6787977,-105.9345982 

10. Photo Information: Giulia Caporuscio, photographer, May 7, 2025.             Photo 1: View of west elevation. Camera facing east.  
 

11. Brief Description of the Property:  
 
Constructed in the late 1940s following the subdivision of Don José Dolores Garcia’s estate, the house features 
an original Pueblo Revival front volume, typical of the postwar regional style. A rear ranch-style addition was 
built between 1958 and 1966, reflecting the evolving residential development patterns of midcentury Santa Fe. 
The west elevation was modified after 1978 with the addition of a projecting bay window and a raised window 
surround — both characteristic of 1980s remodeling trends and visually distinct from the earlier construction. 
The property also includes a one-car garage and workshop in a simplified Pueblo Revival mode, consistent with 
the architectural vocabulary of the main house. Both buildings are designated Non-contributing to the 
Downtown and Eastside Historic District.  
Continued on Page 5. 
12. Who uses the property? Residence  

13. Construction Date:  
Date: Before 1958 
__Known    _x_ Estimated      Source: aerial photographs and city directories  

14. Setting: 
_x_ Suburban   __ Rural   __ Village  __ Urban        If Urban: __ Commercial __ Industrial _x_ Residential __Public 

15. Relationship to Surroundings:      _x_ Similar    __ Dissimilar 
   Comments: N/A 
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HCPI Base Form (FORM 1)                          (Continued from other side) 
16. Additional Perspective: (Photos, drawing, footprint, etc., indicate north arrow when possible) 

  

 
                                            
Source: Office of the Santa Fe County Assessor   
Blue parcel lines are not accurate 

17. Surveyor:  
(your name, address, telephone number, and 
any group affiliation) 
 
John W. Murphey  
Architectural Historian  
Architectural History Services  
505-577-7593/707-583-7819 
John@archhistoryservices.com 
w/ Giulia Caporuscio 
 
For: Mathew Rembe  
 
 
 

18. Owner (if known) and other 
knowledgeable people: 
 
Current owner: Penelope Ellen Rembe  
 

19. Is Property Endangered?           _x_ Unknown  __ No  __ Yes      How?  
 

20. Significance to Current Community:      _x_ Unknown  __ None  __ Low  __ Moderate  __ High 
 Describe: Unknown 
 

21. Other Significance or Information of Interest: (such as historical, legendary, structural, former ownership, etc.) 
       See Historical Overview.  
22. National or State Register: 
 
Is this property individually listed on a historic register?  __ Unknown _x_ No   __Yes  
                                                                                        If yes: __ State         __ National 
 If ‘no’ or unknown, do you think this property is eligible for listing?       _x_ No   __Yes 
            Why? See Evaluation of Historical Status 

23. National or State Historic District: City of Santa Fe 
 
  Is this property in a historic district?     __ Unknown     __ No     _x_ Yes 
               If yes:  __ Significant   __ Contributing _x_ Non-contributing: house _x_ No Status: garage  
               Per City of Santa Fe official designation map 
 
If ‘yes’, what is the name of the district?  __ State   __ National  _x_ City of Santa Fe:  
                                                                                            Downtown and Eastside Historic District   

 
 

24. Supplemental Forms: 
 
   __ None   _x_ HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)     __ Continuation Sheets, # pages: _______________ 
 

 

mailto:John@archhistoryservices.com
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 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Juan and Simona/ 
Stella and José Salazar/ 
Christina Ertner House  
 

2. Location:  
 

539 Garcia Street  

Downtown and Eastside Historic District 
– Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
    Santa Fe ID: N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 7, 2025  

ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 

6. Visible Construction Material:     House and Garage  
 
_x_Adobe           __ Brick               __ Composition          __ Concrete: Block 
 
__ Concrete:      __Concrete:         __ Earth                        __ Masonry: 
     Cast Stone         Poured                 Plaster                          Simulated 
 
__ Metal:             __ Metal:              __ Metal:                      __ Stone: 
     Corrugated         Structural            V-Crimp                        Random  
                                 Siding                                                        Ashlar 
     Stone: 
__ Random         __Stone:             __Stone:                      __ Stone: Tabular 
     Coursed              River Rock         Rusticated 
                                   
_x_Stucco:           __ Tile:               __ Vinyl                       __ Wood: Board                         
                                  Clay                     Siding                         and Batten   
     Wood:                  
__ Horizontal      __ Wood:            __ Wood:                     __ Wood: Shingle 
     Siding                  Jacal                   Log 
 
__ Wood: Tongue and Groove                                            __ Other:               
 

7. Number of Stories:        __ N/A 
           Number:  _x_1   __11/2  __ 2 
                            __ 21/2    Other:_________ 

8. Foundation:         __ N/A 
             __ Not visible __ None  
             __  At Grade    __Raised 
Materials: _x_ Concrete: _  Stone 
Other:   
Notes 

9. Roof:               __ N/A 

Shape: __Flat  __Gabled 

             __ Hipped __ Pyramidal 
             __x Shed    Other: 
Pitch:   __ None      __ Low 
              __ Medium __ Steep 
Features: __ Eave:  
__ Parapets  
Materials: __Asphalt 
__ Earth 
__ Composition shingle __ Metal: Pressed  
__ Composition Roll        __Metal: Corrugated 
__ Metal: Standing Seam __Metal: Standing Seam  
__ Tile: Terra Cotta  __ Wood: Shingle 
Other:   

10. Window Types: House and Garage  
  

Operation   Material    Glazing Number 

Hung Sash  Wood  1/1  4 

Hung Sash  Wood  3/1 4 
Casement   Aluminum  1  3 

Casement  Vinyl (?) 2-6 1 

Sliding  Aluminum  1-1 2 

Fixed   Aluminum 1 1 

Fixed   Aluminum 9 1 
 

11. Door Types: House and Garage  
 

Type Style Material Number 

Single-Leaf           Decorative    Wood  1 

Single-Leaf           ½-light,   Wood  1 

Single-Leaf           T&G w/ 3 
vision lights  

Wood  1 

Overhead  Paneled  Mfg.  1 
 

 12. Chimneys __ N/A 
  Stuccoed exterior with short brick chimney stack, north elevation  
 
 

13. Porches        __ N/A 
Type:     _x_ Entry      __Partial-Width    __  Full-Width __ Wrap 
 

14. Other Significant Features N/A 

15. Modifications:    x        __ No known modifications 
   
#1 Date: 1958-1966; rear addition; aerial photographs 
#2 Date: Post-1978; addition bay window and replacement and alteration of openings of two windows; aerial photographs and visual and 
material evidence 
#3 Date: Unclear; probable reconstruction of front porch; visual and material evidence 
 

HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)                          (Continued from other side) 
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16. Primary Architectural Style              __ Not Applicable 

 
__ Art Deco/Streamline Moderne       __ Gothic Revival            __ Mission Revival            __ Pueblo                         _x_ Spanish-Pueblo Revival    
__ Bungalow/Craftsman                     __ International                __ Neo-Classical               __ Queen Anne               __ Territorial 

__ Colonial Revival                             __ Italianate                        __ Northern NM               _x_ Ranch                         __ Territorial Revival 
__ Folk Victorian                                 __ Mediterranean              __ Prairie                           __ Spani sh-Colonial      __ Tudor Revival 
 
Notes:                                                                                                                                         _x_ Other: 1980s  

 

17. Documents Available and Their Locations 
 

Historic Preservation Division 
Land Use Department 
City of Santa Fe 
200 Lincoln Avenue 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
(505) 955-6605  
https://www.santafenm.gov/land-use/historic-preservation 
 

Archaeological Records Management Section 
Laboratory of Anthropology 
708 Camino Lejo 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 476-1320 
https://nmhistoricpreservation.org/arms.html 

 

 S I T E:  
 

18. Attached or Associated Properties  

Are associated properties eligible for listing: N/A 

 
19.Site Plan: Current plat not available. Santa Fe County footprint sketch of house.  
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Architectural Description Continued 
 
Setting  
 
The house sits along the north side of a gravel driveway behind several older homes on 
Garcia Street. The driveway starts at the street as an entry private compound marked by 
ten identical black mailboxes and a sign warning “Dead End” (Photo 2). The house sits in 
the center of its lot, behind a low coyote fence with chamisas (Photo 3). The landscape 
is gravel and railroad ties with overgrown shrubs and trees. The garage occupies an area 
at the end of the driveway near the northwest property line. 
 
South (Front) 
 
The south façade represents one of the original elevations of the presumed 1940s 
structure (Photo 4). It has a simple arrangement of a plain stucco façade, penetrated by 
an entry door and an opening holding two windows. 
 
A shallow portal protects the entry, which is fitted with a decorative wood door (Photos 
5 & 6). While the structure appears in a 1958 aerial photograph, its components, 
including milled plates and precut corbels, suggest a reconstruction. Its floor is scored 
concrete made to look like flagstone.  
 
To the east of the entrance, there is an opening fitted with paired wood sash windows, 
which have a 3/1 configuration and may date back to the original construction (Photos 7 
& 8). The windows are covered by a brown-painted screen, and the sill is protected by 
galvanized metal flashing. 
 
West  
 
Looking over the driveway, the west elevation also shows alteration, but more 
dramatically (Photo 9). The change begins at the south end (the original building), with a 
post-1978 projecting bay window (Photo 10). The three-sided structure pushes out 4’ 
from the wall and holds three vertical aluminum windows. The structure and its 
windows are not characteristic of the Pueblo Revival mode of the older portion of the 
house. 
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The original portion continues north of the bay window across a projection that 
historically served to articulate the building’s massing. Centered on this wall is a window 
opening fitted with non-original casement windows (Photo 11). Its raised surround 
indicates alteration of an earlier opening. The absence of a sill reinforces the evidence of 
change. 
 
The addition, which houses the primary bedroom, is set back from the original volume 
through a series of offsets that differentiate it from the earlier construction (Photo 12). 
Built between 1958 and 1966, it is lower in height and characterized by a low-pitched 
roof with a plywood overhang and applied fascia — features indicative of midcentury 
ranch-style design. It sits over a crawl space.  
 
While it shares the stucco finish of the original structure, it makes no attempt to 
replicate the Pueblo Revival style, instead presenting a distinctly ranch house aesthetic 
with its aluminum sliding units and window wall. Entry is through a nine-light wood door 
accessed via two concrete steps (Photo 13).  
 
North  
 
The north side has no fenestration (Photo 14). A boxy stuccoed chimney, breaks through 
the overhang, rising above the roof with a short, brick chimney stack.  
 
East  
 
The east side of the building faces what was historically the original owner’s brother’s 
home. It begins at the south end with the earlier volume, penetrated with two openings 
with older 1/1 wood sash windows (Photo 15). The older window package has a slanted 
apron that rests on a precast concrete sill (Photos 16 & 17). The headers have been 
replaced with concrete blocks, and the wood members are in poor condition. The last 
window of the original volume has been replaced with a vertical aluminum casement 
(Photo 19). The 1960s addition takes up the rest of the elevation (Photos 18 & 20. 
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Interior  
 
The interior comprises three bedrooms, including the primary suite located in the rear 
addition. Overall, the interior reflects 1980s-era updates, including textured plaster 
ceilings and the absence of traditional features such as exposed vigas. 
 
Garage  
 
Made of adobe and sharing similar windows, the garage may date to the construction of 
the original portion of the house. 
 
The front façade includes a pedestrian door that provides access to a small workshop 
area, while the vehicle bay is fitted with a modern retractable overhead door (Photo 
21).  
 
Windows are present on both side elevations. The east elevation contains a pair of 3/1 
wood sash windows (Photo 22), framed by a board header shaped to resemble a lintel 
and set above a cast-in-place concrete sill. A similar arrangement of 1/1 sash windows is 
found on the west elevation (Photo 23). 
 
The north elevation is unfenestrated and has an overhanging eave fitted with a gutter 
(Photo 24).  
 
The interior includes a concrete floor, hard-plastered walls, and exposed ceiling beams. 
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Historical Overview 

 
Dangling from a porch corbel, a chain holds three welded letters: “J.B.G.” It’s more than 
decoration; it’s a subtle but critical clue in a tangled story of missing wills, unrecorded 
land deals, and four houses that all shared the same address. 
 
A Road Named Garcia  
 
The house, along with the subdivision it belongs to, emerged only after a lengthy 
probate process following the death of José Dolores Garcia, a prosperous sheep 
rancher. The Garcia family — colonial-era settlers for whom the street is named — once 
owned this property and much of the surrounding land. Their strong presence in the 
area earned it the nickname “El barrio de los Garcias.” A 19th-century map suggests that 
José Dolores acquired the land later disputed in his estate through his marriage to 
Josefita Sena. 
 
José Dolores Garcia’s Land  
 
According to the 1912 King’s map (Fig. 1), Lot 39, which includes the subject house, 
belonged to José Dolores Garcia. His home, a territorial-era adobe with a hipped roof, 
was located at the northwest corner of the property, now addressed as 533 East Garcia 
Street. His younger brother, Hilario, owned Lot 40, a larger parcel to the south. Hilario’s 
house, designed in an L-shaped plan with a flat roof, later became the Garcia Street Club 
School. Both homes faced Garcia Street, while the remainder of the property was used 
for agriculture.  
 
José Dolores Garcia was born on January 1, 1861, at the brink of the Civil War when 
several Southern states began their secession from the Union (Fig. 2). He died in Santa 
Fe on May 8, 1928. His estate, including the house and property on Garcia Street, was 
divided between his widow and twelve children. The estate went into probate court in 
June of 1928 as Case No. 941, and took nearly two years to process.1 An aerial 
photograph from 1935 shows the land behind the family home undeveloped in the 
1930s (Fig. 3). 

 
1 “Case No. 941, Hearing on Final Account of Report of Administratrix [legal notice],” Santa Fe New 
Mexican, April 16, 1930, 5.  
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Fifteen years after probate was concluded, the remaining land north, east, and south of 
the family home was divided through a quitclaim deed executed on May 15, 1945.2 By 
then, one of the heirs had died, and several of the children had sold their shares to 
siblings without accompanying deeds.3 The quitclaim followed a survey conducted a 
month earlier, which laid out a subdivision where several of José and Josefita’s children 
would go on to build homes. 
 
The houses first appeared in the Santa Fe city directory in the late 1940s, all curiously 
listed under the same address: 537 ½ Garcia Street. This shared designation complicates 
research into the specific house in question. The directory recorded three distinct 
households at this “½” address.4 Two of them belonged to Juan and Fidel Garcia, sons of 
José and Josefita.5 Josefita remained at the original family home at 533 Garcia Street, 
which also became part of the subdivision. 
 
What is believed to be Juan’s house — the subject property — appears to correspond to 
a structure visible in a 1948 aerial photograph (Fig. 5). However, anomalies in the blurry 
image do not correspond with the current house. 
 
Juan and Simona Garcia  
 
Born on October 29, 1909, Juan was the third youngest of José and Josefita’s twelve 
children. He attended local schools and, like his older brothers, probably worked 
alongside his father on the family farm.  
 
On November 24, 1937, he married Simona Baros in a high nuptial Mass at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church.6 Simona had been born in Moriarty on September 9, 1909, where 

 
2 Quitclaim Deed, Guadalupita Garcia et al. to Jose Onecimo Garcia, recorded August 8, 1945, Book 
28/Page 348, Instrument # 77352, Santa Fe County, New Mexico 
3 This is noted in above deed and verified by the recorded deeds before 1945.  
4 Hudspeth Directory Company, Hudspeth Directory Company, Santa Fe City Directory, 1947 (El Paso: 
Hudspeth Directory Company, 1947), 339. The address first appears in the 1947 directory. It did not 
appear in the 1945 directory; the 1946 directory is not available.  
5 Later real estate records suggest that the Garcia children each held title to multiple lots in the 
subdivision. 
6 “Baros-Garcia Nuptials Today,” Santa Fe New Mexican, November 24, 1937, 2. 
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her father, Eugenio, worked as a shoemaker.7 The Baros family relocated to Santa Fe in 
the 1920s, and Simona found employment at the Santa Fe Electric Laundry. This was the 
city’s main commercial laundry, and it employed dozens of young workers to operate its 
washers, dryers, and presses.  
 
The couple initially lived in the family home at 533 Garcia Street, where Juan worked for 
one of the well-known White Sisters, Amelia, at their El Delirio estate down the street.8 
But Juan and Simona’s early life together was soon disrupted by the war overseas. On 
November 11, 1942, Juan enlisted in the Army and completed basic training at Fort Bliss, 
where he attended the Dehydrated Foods School.9 He was assigned to the advanced 
flying school at Eagle Pass Army Air Field in Eagle Pass, Texas. There, he worked as a 
cook and wrote a column for the base newspaper (Fig.4). He was later transferred to 
Stewart Army Air Field in Newburgh, New York.  
 
Although Juan did not serve overseas, he played a vital support role as an Army cook. As 
a Corporal, he likely oversaw kitchen operations and managed food preparation for 
hundreds of service members. He was honorably discharged on September 30, 1945. 
Reflecting on his experience, Juan told the New Mexican, “Army life has done wonders 
for me.”10 
 
After returning to civilian life, Juan took a job as a delivery driver for the Broome 
Furniture Company on West Palace Avenue — a position also held by his older brother, 
Fidel.11  Court records from a later lawsuit indicate that the company’s owners held 
several lots in the subdivision. 
 
Following the establishment of the subdivision, Juan and Fidel, along with their families, 
moved out of the original home on Garcia Street and constructed new residences 

 
7 U.S. Census Bureau, Year: 1910; Census Place: Moriarty, Torrance, New Mexico; Roll: T624_919; 
Page: 2a; Enumeration District: 0275; FHL microfilm: 1374932. 
8 National Archives at St. Louis; St. Louis, Missouri; WWII Draft Registration Cards For New Mexico, 
10/16/1940-03/31/1947; Record Group: Records of the Selective Service System, 147; Box: 43. 
9 New Mexico Commission of Public Records, State Records Center and Archives; Santa Fe, New Mexico; 
Subsubseries: Military Discharges; Box Number: 16585; Box Title: Military Discharges Garcia-Gaskin. 
10 “Back to Camp,” Santa Fe New Mexican, April 5, 1943, 6. 
11 Hudspeth Directory Company, Hudspeth Directory Company, Santa Fe City Directory, 1949 (El Paso: 
Hudspeth Directory Company, 1949), 112. 
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behind the family house. Determining who lived in which dwelling is difficult, as the 
households shared the same address. City directories indicate that by the early 1950s, 
four separate residences were listed as 537 ½ Garcia Street.  
 
Stella and José Salazar 
 
In 1946, Fidel and his wife Flora’s eldest child, Estella, married José Soilo Salazar, a 
carpenter from Nambé.12 Estella — commonly known as Stella — would eventually 
come to possess the subject house, though the means by which she acquired it remain 
unclear, as no deed has been located.  
 
The 1950 census shows the two families (Fidel and Flora Garcia, and Stella and José 
Salazar) living side by side in houses sharing the 537 ½ address. This arrangement of 
households persisted through the 1950s, with an additional fifth house listed under the 
537 ½ address.13  
 
An aerial photograph from that year shows these homes occupying Lots 2, 3, 5, and 6 of 
the subdivision. (Fig. 6). This aerial is the first to provide a detailed view of the subject 
house. It stood on the ground as a roughly 29’ x 33’ square (Fig. 6). A lower roof 
structure, representing the portal, capped its southwest corner. The west façade had a 
slight offset at its northwest corner. The property included a garage. An aerial 
photograph from 1966 reveals that the rear addition to the house was constructed by 
that time (Fig. 7). 
 
The Christina Ertner Home  
 
In 1969, the family had the subdivision re-platted (Fig. 8). Before then, the lots had been 
distributed informally, sometimes without deeds. The re-platting gave an official 
structure to the subdivision.14 The new plat shows the area populated with the same 
homes captured in the 1958 aerial. Lots 4, 7, and 8 had not been developed. Two years 
later, following the official recording of the re-plat, the lot owners — now including 

 
12 “Stella J. Garcia Betrothed to Joe S. Salazar,” Santa Fe New Mexican, May 6, 1946, 3.  
13 Hudspeth Directory Company, Hudspeth Directory Company, Santa Fe City Directory, 1958 (El Paso: 
Hudspeth Directory Company, 1958), 549. Juan B. Garcia is indicated to be a tenant and not an owner.  
14 Plat, “Replat of the Subdivision of Land, Formerly the estate of Jose Garcia,” recorded May 9, 1971, 
Book 22/Page 32, Instrument # 332930, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
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members of the Broome family — sued to quiet the title of the subdivision.15 Following 
the lawsuit, deeds show the family and other owners exchanging and selling lots within 
the subdivision.  
 
In 1975, Stella Salazar, now a widow, sold Lot 2 with the subject house to Robert and 
Christina Ertner. The Ertners were teachers.16 Christina was Stella’s daughter and taught 
art at Alameda Junior High. Originally from Illinois, Robert arrived in Santa Fe in the 
1960s, where he graduated from the College of Santa Fe in 1967 and instructed at Santa 
Fe High.  
 
An aerial image taken in 1978, during their early ownership of the property, reveals that 
the house had maintained the footprint captured in 1966 flyover (Fig. 9). 
 
Christina and Robert divorced in 1984, at which point the property was transferred to 
Christina through a quitclaim deed.17 During her ownership, it underwent several 
alterations, including the addition of a bay window structure on the west side which 
changed its original character. There were also various modifications made to the west 
façade. In 2025, the property was transferred to a new owner. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 Notice of Lis Pendens [County of Santa Fe Case # 43383], George R. Broome, et al. vs. City of Santa Fe, 
recorded July 6, 1971, Book 282/Page 384, Instrument # 334244, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
16 Warranty Deed, Stella G. Salazar to Robert L. Chistina S. Ertmer, recorded November 25, 1975, Book 
328/Page 562, Instrument # 382031, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
17 Quitclaim Deed, Robert L. Ertner to Christina S. Ertner, recorded June 15, 1984, Book 492/Page 845, 
Instrument # 543964, Santa Fe County, New Mexico. 
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Evaluation of Historical Status 
 
Although the house’s composite footprint predates 1966, post-1978 alterations to the 
west façade — its most prominent elevation — have significantly diminished the 
building’s historical integrity and altered the defining characteristics of its original 
Pueblo Revival design. The bay window introduces a sharp geometric projection that 
disrupts the compositional rhythm of the façade, while its angular form and inset 
aluminum framing conflict with the traditional softness and subtle shadowing typical of 
the style. In contrast, the 1960s ranch-style rear addition is less visually and 
architecturally disruptive. Given these considerations, the recommendation is to retain 
its designation as Non-contributing. 
 
While the garage is of age and retains more integrity than the house, it seems 
inconsistent to consider it for historic status when the primary structure no longer 
reflects its original character. 
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Illustrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: N. L. King, “Map of the City of Santa Fe,” 1912. 
Red building footprints present approximate location of current structures. They did 
not exist at the time of the map. 
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Figure 2: Undated portrait of José Dolores Garcia. 
Courtesy of the Rembe family.  
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Figure 3: 1935 Soil Conservation Service aerial photograph, Image # 1009. 
Arrow indicates no buildings were located on the lot.  
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Figure 4: Juan B. Garcia, 1943. 
Courtesy of the Santa Fe New Mexican. 
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Figure 5: October 25, 1948, aerial photograph overlaid with 2025 satellite image. The 
overlay appears to establish the core of the house was in existence signified by the red 
footprint.  
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Figure 6: November 10, 1958, aerial photograph. Designation of lots, as per the José 
Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision. Lot 2 contains the subject and garage. The house 
had yet to receive its back addition.  
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Figure 7: June 6, 1966, aerial photograph.  
Arrow indicates presence of rear addition.  
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Figure 8: Portion of 1969 replat of the José Dolores Garcia Estate Subdivision showing 
the subject property. Courtesy of J. Robert Martinez, surveyor. 
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Figure 9: September 11, 1978, aerial photograph. 
Arrow indicates absence of bay window structure.  
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Survey Photographs 
(All images taken by Giulia Caporuscio, May 7, 2025, unless otherwise noted) 
 
 

 
Photo 2: Entry drive off Garcia Street. Camera facing east. Aviva Baumann, April 23, 
2025.  
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Photo 3: Setting of property. Camera facing north. Aviva Baumann, April 23, 2025.  
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Photo 4: South (front) elevation. Camera facing north. Aviva Baumann, April 23, 2025.  
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Photo 5: South elevation. Portal. Camera facing north. Aviva Baumann, April 23, 2025.  
 
 
 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

  
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Juan and Simona/ 
Stella and José Salazar/ 
Christina Ertner House  
 

2. Location:  
 

539 Garcia Street  

Downtown and Eastside Historic District 
– Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
   Santa Fe ID: N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 7, 2025  
 

 

27 
 

 
Photo 6: South elevation. Entry door. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 7: South elevation. Window at bedroom. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 8: South elevation. Window at bedroom detail. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 9: West elevation oblique. Camera facing northeast. 
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Photo 10: Bay projection. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 11: West elevation. Altered window at kitchen. Camera facing east.  
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Photo 12: West elevation. Addition. Camera facing southeast.  
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Photo 13: West elevation. Addition. Detail of entry door.  
Camera facing east.  
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Photo 14: North elevation. Camera facing south. 
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Photo 15: East elevation oblique from south end. Camera facing northwest.  
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Photo 16: East elevation. Window at bedroom. Camera facing up. 
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Photo 17: East elevation. Window at bathroom. Camera facing west. 
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Photo 18: East elevation oblique from midpoint. Camera facing northwest.  
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Photo 19: East elevation. Altered window at bedroom.  
Camera facing southwest.  
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Photo 20: East elevation oblique from north end. Addition in foreground. Camera 
facing southwest.  
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Photo 21: Garage. South elevation. Camera facing north.  
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Photo 22: Garage. East elevation. Camera facing west.  
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Photo 23: Garage. West elevation. Windows from the interior. Aviva Baumann, April 
23, 2025.  
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Photo 24: Garage. North elevation. Camera facing west.  
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