
Restore the Soldiers’ Monument on the Plaza August 2024 

The Soldiers’ Monument Study Group members are saddened by the events of October 2020, when the 
mayor and the police failed to protect the Soldiers’ Monument from vandalism by outsiders. We began 
informal meetings and researched the legal, historical, and cultural aspects of the monument. This 
research led us to the following facts, which are often omitted from the narrative about the monument. 

1 The Soldiers’ Monument is historically significant. Completed in 1868, this classical stone monument is 
older than the Statue of Liberty, the Washington Monument, and all the other memorials on the National 
Mall. It is also the centerpiece of the Plaza. It was specifically named as the center survey marker for the City 
of Santa Fe Land Grant of 4 square Spanish leagues granted by the United States Congress on April 9, 1900. 

2 The primary purpose of the monument was to honor Union soldiers who lost their lives defending 
the New Mexico Territory against the Confederacy and the practice of slavery.   The monument is a 
cenotaph, a memorial to the dead who gave their lives in defense of the Union. 

3 We understand that the text of the north panel referencing the Indian wars (which was added one 
year later by the Territorial legislature and not part of the original plan) is offensive to many, even if the 
word “savage” had been gone for half a century. There are various ways a restored monument could 
address this offending plaque. 

4 The Three Sisters Collective and Red Nation were not directly responsible for the damage of the 
Soldiers’ Monument. The vandalism of October 12, 2020 was organized and led by Lily Sage Schweitzer 
from Pennsylvania. Some locals were caught up in the moment and helped pull down the monument, 
but it would not have happened without Schweitzer and her out-of-state accomplices. 

5 The CHART report survey makes it clear that a majority of participants want the monument 
restored to the Plaza. Of the seven possible responses relang to the monument, the first three 
advocate restoring it to the Plaza — with its original language (11.5%), with its original language and 
new language (31.7%), or with all new language (11.4%). Taken together, these responses total 54.6%. 

There would be a different discussion if the Soldiers’ Monument had been removed aer a legimate public 
process, but it was damaged illegally and by outsiders. Given that reality, the only just resoluon is to restore it on 
the Plaza. It is also the only legal remedy. The Plaza is a Naonal Historic Landmark, the highest status of a Naonal 
Register Property.   Neither the mayor nor any other city official may remove it arbitrarily. And, as shown in the 
CHART Report, a majority of the community wants the monument restored. For all these reasons, we advocate its 
restoraon on the Plaza. 
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