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ADDRESS: 210 Don Gaspar HIST. SURVEY #: 317

(0D = Out of District; M = Moved
DEM = Demolished; N/A = not a building)

NAME: De Vargas Hotel

CITY SURVEY
Area #: 1 Signif. Status: S

(S = Significant; C = Contributing; NC = Noncontributing

REGISTER STATUS (Individual Nominations)
National: N State: N State #: N/A
HSFF: N HABS: N

(OSFT = To be in forthcoming 4th edition of 0ld Santa Fe Today.
Not covered by a more detailed Bulletin article.)

DOCUMENTATION

SFHS Inventory: Y

NR Nomination: N/A SR Nomination: N/A

HSFF Bulletin: N/A HABS Data: N/A

Historic Photos: Y Museum: 1 Archives:
Modern Photos: MNM: SRC:
Surveys: Floor Plans: Elevations:

Other: SF Rep. 8/4/1982. AT 11/5/1984

Bibliography:

Comments: HPD File: Architectectural drawings.
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-~ The headlines the next day--Jan. 5, 1922—called it “The
Biggest Fire in the History of the City.” When it was
over, all that was left of the De Vargas Hotel on Marcy
Street in Santa Fe was one tall brick chimney.

Fortunately, the hotel’s 50 to. 75 guests and 10 to 15
permanent residents were unharmed. A- handful of
businessmen.- even insisted on checking into the hotel
while it was burning, news accounts said.

But the $125,000 conflagration was total in its
destruction, It was quite a-setback for Willilam G.
Sargent, the owner of the hotel, but the same news
accounts said he seemed to take it in stride. In fact,

Fe mayor (1914-1918) started making plans for a new
hotel, to be called by the same name.

Just like the old De Vargas, this one, to be built a few
blocks away on Don Gaspar Avenue, was going to be
three stories high. The only difference was that instead
of wood this one was going to be built with masonry.
Sargent had apparently had it with fires.

Wally Sargent who is now a Santa Fe developer. was

a young child when his grandfather built and then ran .

the hotel. He remembers both his grandparents running
the place, which then had a large dining room and a bar
that was a favorite of statewide political representa-
tives when they were in town for a leg'lslatlve session.

“It was a family thing, I remember it quite well,”
Sargent said. “In the summer I helped run the

scarcely was the rubble cleared when the former Santa

telephone swnchboard and 4\e elevator. In those days it

was one of the few elevators in town.” -

“It was the hotel in the capital,” accordmg to
Romualdo “Cuate”. Chavez, the Santa, Fe municipal
judge for the past 26. years.

“It was a first-class hotel with a wonderful dining
room — waitressesin uniform and bellhops,” he said. In
the spaclous lobby. were men in tophats and coats and
women in full- length dresses, he. recalled.

Things were a bit more subdued back then than they
are these days, Cﬁavez recalled, noting that hotel
guests had to show'a marriage license just to get a room
with their wife, And house detectives made sure guests
stayed in:their own"rooms, “which had no air-condition-
mg, radio -or televnsxon, he said.

_But perhaps the ‘most active area in the hotel was in
the bar, where probably as many unofficial political
caucuses were held as there were official ones down the
street in the capxtol bulldmg, Chavez said.

.Chavez said it wasn't long after the hotel was built (in
about 1928) that polmcians began ﬂockmg toits bar, run
by Ben Jaffa.

La Fonda in thoee days was owned and operated by
_railroad magnate Fred Harvey, and got a lot of tourists

and artists, many-of whom were driven in from the
railroad station at Lamy, Chavez said. Working-class
people and polmclans stayed -at the De Vargas. he
added. .

ars of Memories of a Working Man’s Hotel

" Newspaper columnist Ernie Pyle, in his book “Home
Country,” noting the contrast between the hotels, wrote
that at La Fonda in the 1930s “You could go there any

" time of day and see a few artists in the bar, or an Indian

that some white woman loved, or a goateed nobleman
from Austria, or a maharaja from India, or a New York
broker, or an archaeologist, or some local light in
overalls and cowboy boots. You never met anybody
anywhere except at the La Fonda. You never took
anybody to lunch anywhere else. I couldn't see how
some of the strugglmg genluses afforded it. I stayed at
the De Vargas.”

But Chavez said that anyone wantmg to meet almost
any high-level politician could probably find him at the
was De:Vargas Hotel bar, in the 1930s and '40s.

Two times of the year when the bar was sure to be
jammed, he said, were when election results came in
and when the baseball World Series was being played.

The reason, he said, was because the bar had a large
blackboard in view of all the patrons, and on it the
election and baseball results were posted. It was one of
the first places, he said, to find out who won the local
elections.

During the World Series, before radxo broadcasts
became commonplace, the game was called in by wire,
player-by-player, with scoring inning-by-inning, Chavez

[Continued on page 4]
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