


 
Height Exception Request 
 
(i) Do not damage the character of the streetscape 
 
Response: The proposed new home is approximately 200 feet from Cerro Gordo Rd and 
approximately 40 feet below the street level of Cerro Gordo, making it virtually invisible. The 
home is designed in a Spanish Pueblo Revival Style, which matches the overall streetscape of 
Cerro Gordo Road in this section.  
 
(ii) Prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare 
 
Response: We are requesting a height exception in order to minimize the building footprint due 
to setback and lot coverage requirements. The lot is a long narrow lot, which is popular in this 
area. Due to the narrow lot and the setback requirements, the new structure will need to be two 
stories to accommodate the needs of the homeowner and meet city requirements. While most of 
the residences are lower making the maximum allowable height 15’6”, there is a 2-story 
structure immediately adjacent to our property and directly above our property across Cerro 
Gordo Road there is also another 2-story.  The two story across the street is above the grade of 
the street and is very visible where this residence is below grade and will not be very visible from 
the street.   
 
 
(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the city by providing a full range of 
design options to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 
 
Response: The home will be built to resemble a traditional adobe home. All historic district 
building codes will be strictly adhered to. The home will be a recent Santa Fe style as defined 
under section 14-5.2(E)(2). 
 
 
(iv) Are due to special conditions and circumstances which are peculiar to the land or 
structure involved and which are not applicable to other lands or structures in the related 
streetscape 
 
Response: N/A The lot is long and narrow, making the buildable area narrower once the 
setbacks are taken into consideration. In addition, the lot is only allowed 40% lot coverage. With 
the guest house already constructed, the main residence will need to adhere to a footprint that is 
smaller to prevent going over the lot coverage allowance. This lot is approximately 40’ below 
the grade of the street, which means that if it is constructed at a height that is greater than the 



historic allowed 15’6”, it will still not be to the height of the grade of the street. If the home is 
constructed to the zoning code requirement of 24’, it would still be below the grade of the street 
as well. The house is also located behind another structure, which will further impede the 
visibility of the new construction. 
 
 
(v) Are due to special conditions and circumstances which are not a result of the actions of 
the applicant 
 
Response: N/A The lot is long and narrow, making the buildable area narrower once the 
setbacks are taken into consideration. In addition, the lot is only allowed 40% lot coverage. With 
the guest house already constructed, the main residence will need to adhere to a footprint that is 
smaller to prevent going over the lot coverage allowance. This lot is approximately 40’ below 
the grade of the street, which means that if it is constructed at a height that is greater than the 
historic allowed 15’6”, it will still not be to the height of the grade of the street. If the home is 
constructed to the zoning code requirement of 24’, it would still be below the grade of the street 
as well. The house is also located behind another structure, which will further impede the 
visibility of the new construction. 
 
(vi) Provide the least negative impact with respect to the purpose of this section as set forth in 
Subsection 14-5.2(A)(1) 
 
Response: The house will be located below the grade of the street, approximately 200 feet from 
the street, behind another structure, the impact of the 22’ structure will be minimized by these 
factors. 
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Appendix – Material Samples  
 

Window Types 

 

 
Windows under portals 

 

  

Windows not under portals 

 

Door Types (all under portals) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Window and Door Cladding  

 
Pella Reserve Traditional Autumn Brown 

 

 

Stucco Color  

 
El Rey Buckskin Cementitious Stucco 

 

Trim Color  

 
Diamond Vogel Semitransparent Natural Tone Cedar AG-8319. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lighting Fixtures  

 
Rose Onyx Rectangle Wall Sconce (under portals).  
Other exterior lighting will be concealed.  
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