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November 10, 2025 
 
Lani McCulley 
Senior Planner 
Historic Preservation Division 
Planning & Land Use Department 
City of Santa Fe 
 
RE:  Historic Districts Review Board 

Renovations and Additions  
 119 Camino Santiago 
 
Dear Lani 
On behalf of the Owner, whom I am representing before the Historic Preservation Division, we request a review 
of the proposed renovations and additions to 119 Camino Santiago. This address is Lot #10 of the Plaza Del 
Monte Subdivision, Tract B on Camino Santiago and Camino Matias, City of Santa Fe, NM. 
 
At the meeting of the Historic Districts Review Board, Case #H-19-019, 119 Camino Santiago was reviewed, 
and the residence was designated as a “Contributing” structure with the East (1) and South (4) facades 
designated as the primary façade. 
 
The owners propose the following improvements to be considered by the Historic Districts Review Board: 
 

• Removal of the existing non-historic front door, sliding glass door, side kitchen door, and door to the 
existing storage room off the Carport. 

• Removal of existing historic windows in the residence and replacement with exterior metal-clad wood 
windows in existing openings, and modification of openings to meet code and the owner's needs. 

• Removal of the existing 86 sq. ft. west overhang and covered metal patio.  
• Addition of a new 105 sq. ft. pueblo-style portal on the west side of the existing Den. 
• Addition of a new 64 sq. ft. storage area in the existing Carport area.  
• Addition of a new 4’-6” tall yard wall with a gate in the east yard area to create an entry courtyard. 
• Addition of a free-standing (unconnected to the primary façade or portal viga posts) 42” tall latilla fence 

and gate to provide controlled access from the Carport to the Portal and east courtyard area. 
• Removal of the existing roof and replacement with a TPO roof with a tan finish. 
• Repair and re-stucco of the residence with an approved district color “Buckskin” and “White” on the 

walls under the portal, with the texture to match the existing. 
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The removal of windows and doors of a contributing structure requires a request for an exception per Section 14-5.2 
(D) (5) (a)(i) of the Santa Fe Land Development Code. For such an exception we must conclusively demonstrate and 
the board shall make a positive finding of fact that such exceptions comply with all the criteria listed as follows:(i) Do 
not damage the character of the district; (ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the owner or an injury to the public 
welfare; and (iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of design options 
to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts. 
 
Criteria for approval: 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district;  

The owner hired Ra Patterson to perform a Window and Door Survey for this project, as referenced in this 
request. The planned removal and replacement of existing doors and windows with modern ones in the same 
openings, maintaining the same glass patterns, will support, rather than harm, the district's character. This 
renovation will improve the streetscape by creating a residence that remains in harmony with its 
surroundings. 

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the owner or an injury to the public welfare;  

Replacing the windows and doors will give residents modern units, improving energy efficiency and increasing 
safety and security for the owners. Removing the outdated windows with locks and operating systems that are 
no longer made allows the owner to upgrade to more energy-efficient and functional window units, while also 
improving the home's appearance and helping it better into the Plaza Del Monte streetscape. 

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the city by providing a full range of design options 
to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 

The proposed door and window replacements aim to enhance the district's unique, varied streetscape. Once 
approved, this request will allow the Owner to continue living within the historic district in a home that has 
been upgraded with modern, energy-efficient windows and doors, which will help preserve the district's 
character. 

The addition of a Storage area in the Carport off the primary east façade requires a request for an 
exception per Section 14-5.2 (D) (2) (d) of the Santa Fe Land Development Code. For such an exception we 
must conclusively demonstrate and the board shall make a positive finding of fact that such exceptions 
comply with all the criteria listed as follows:(i) Do not damage the character of the district; (ii) Are required to 
prevent a hardship to the owner or an injury to the public welfare; and (iii) Strengthen the unique 
heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of design options to ensure that residents can 
continue to reside within the historic districts. 

• The addition to the Carport area to the east primary façade is requested for a Storage Area addition 
to accommodate the owner's needs on the property. 
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Criteria for approval: 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district;  

The proposed changes will not alter the character of the district and will provide the owner with extra storage 
space needed for their family on the property. The addition to the carport along the east-facing wall at the 
back of the carport is set 13 feet, 0 inches from the primary façade and will not change the visible 
appearance of the carport’s rear east wall. 

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the owner or an injury to the public welfare;  

The typical house at this time had minimal storage space and does not meet the needs of modern living. The 
owner will occupy the residence, and it will not be placed on the short-term rental market. The proposed 
addition will provide the owner with the necessary space to meet their family's needs on this property in the 
district. The residence will remain in harmony with the neighborhood and its single-family character. 

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the city by providing a full range of design options 
to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 

The proposed alterations will not affect the heterogeneous character of the city and the district. The proposed 
improvements are the best design option to serve the owners' needs, provide unique separation of occupants 
within the residence, and maintain quality open space in the courtyard between the main house and the 
additional bedroom suite on the property.    

Adding a new architectural feature to the Primary Facade requires a request for an exception per Section 
14-5.2 (D) (2) (b) of the Santa Fe Land Development Code. For such an exception we must conclusively 
demonstrate and the board shall make a positive finding of fact that such exceptions comply with all the 
criteria listed as follows:(i) Do not damage the character of the district; (ii) Are required to prevent a hardship 
to the owner or an injury to the public welfare; and (iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the 
City by providing a full range of design options to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the 
historic districts. 

• Adding a new feature to the Primary Façade is requested for the addition of a free-standing (unconnected to 
the primary façade or portal viga posts) to provide controlled access from the Carport to the Portal and east 
courtyard area. 

Criteria for approval: 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district;  

The proposed alterations will not compromise the character of the district. The proposed addition will provide 
the owners with the necessary closure to their courtyard area, enabling them to accommodate their family 
and continue residing in the historic district. 

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the owner or an injury to the public welfare;  
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The proposed addition of a 42-inch-tall metal fence and gate will provide controlled access from the Carport to 
the Portal and east courtyard area, giving the owner the necessary security to occupy the residence and meet 
their family's needs. 

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the city by providing a full range of design options 
to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 

The proposed addition of the fence and gate does not alter the diverse character of the city and the 
subdivision. The suggested improvement will not harm the streetscape, maintaining the single-family 
residential feel of the district.  

We request that the Historic Districts Review Board (HDRB) determine that the submission meets the district's 
standards. 

Thank you for considering our request, and please let me know if you require any additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John A. Padilla, AIA  
Architect  
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