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CITY OF SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT(S) TO BILL NO. 2025-17 
Chapter 14 Rewrite  

 

Mayor and Members of the City Council: 

 

I propose the following amendment(s) to Bill No. 2025-___: 

 

 

REPEALING AND REPLACING SFCC 1987 CHAPTER 14 (“LAND DEVELOPMENT 

CODE”); CLARIFYING AND CONSOLIDATING VARIOUS REFERENCES TO CODE 

VIOLATIONS INTO ONE VIOLATIONS SECTION; SPECIFYING THAT  THE 

APPLICANT OR THE PROPERTY OWNER HAVE THE BURDEN OF PROOF FOR 

ESTABLISHING LEGAL NON-CONFORMITIES; REDUCING THE EARLY 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION  REQUIREMENT FOR CITY CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS TO THOSE EXCEEDING TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS; RENAMING “SPECIAL USE PERMIT” TO “CONDITIONAL 

USE PERMIT”; REMOVING HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD’S (“HDRB”) 

AUTHORITY TO RECOMMEND PERSONAL PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS; 

REQUIRING ARCHAEOLOGISTS TO HOLD A NEW MEXICO STATE BURIAL 

EXCAVATION PERMIT FOR CERTAIN WORK; REMOVING WAIVERS OF 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGISTS BY ARCHAEOLOGICAL REVIEW 

COMMITTEE; INCREASING PERMITTED BUILDING HEIGHTS FOR RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICTS AND NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT; ESTABLISHING DENSITIES 

AND HEIGHT BY RIGHT FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL ZONES EXCEEDING TEN 

UNITS PER ACRE; CREATING A PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ZONING DISTRICT; 

PERMITTING ADDITIONAL FLEXIBILITY FOR CERTAIN STRUCTURES AND 

SITUATIONS REGARDING SETBACKS; ELIMINATING RESIDENTIAL SUITE 

HOTEL/MOTEL AND ECOLOGICAL RESOURCE PROTECTION OVERLAY ZONING 

DISTRICTS; REDUCING THE LENGTH AT WHICH AN ARCHAEOLGICAL 

CLEARNACE PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR SEWER AND UTILITY MAIN 

CONSTRUCTION; REMOVING ALCOHOL SALE REGULATIONS IN THE AIRPORT 

ROAD OVERLAY;  IDENTIFIYING A STRATEGY TO REVIEW AND APPROVE LAND 

USES NOT SPECIFICALLY LISTED IN THE “SUMMARY TABLE OF ALLOWED 

USES”; CLARIFYING THAT DUPLEXES, TRIPLEXES, TOWNHOMES, AND 

RESIDENTIAL COMPLEXES ARE PERMITTED USES; CREATING USE 

CATEGORIES AND SUBCATEGORIES AND REORGANIZING SOME EXISTING 

USES INTO NEW CATEGORIES WITHIN THE TABLE OF ALLOLWED USES; 

REQUIRING TREES TO BE INTEGRATED INTO STORMWATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE AIRPORT ROAD OVERLAY DISTRICT; REMOVING 

CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS FOR VEHICLE PARKING AT RESIDENCES; ALLOWING  

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS TO BE THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE HEIGHT OF 

THE ZONING DISTRICT; ESTABLISHING DESIGN AND DIMENSIONAL 

STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL COMPOUND DEVELOPMENT; REGULATING IN-

GROUND AND ABOVE-GROUND POOLS; REGULATING AGRICULTURAL HOME 

OCCUPATIONS; REASSIGNING THE USE, “LABORATORY, RESEARCH, OR 

TESTING” FROM INDUSTRIAL TO COMMERCIAL; REGULATING OUTDOOR 

DINING; UPDATING TELECOMMUNICATION  FACILITIES CODE TO BE 

CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL STANDARDS; ESTABLISHING NEW SUBDISTRICT 

REGULATIONS IN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT OVERLAYS; SPECIFYING PRIMARY 
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FACADES FOR SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES AND THE STRATEGY FOR 

IDENTIFYING PRIMARY FACADES ON CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES; 

UPDATING DEFINITIONS FOR FAÇADE AND ELEVATION; PROHIBITING 

ENCLOSURE OF EXISTING PORCHES AND PORTALS ON PRIMARY FACADES OF 

CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES; REQUIRING WINDOW DEPTH AND OTHER 

CHARACTERISTICS OF WINDOWS AND DOORS BE PRESERVED IN HISTORIC 

DISTRICTS; INCREASING AFFORDABILITY INCENTIVES, INCLUDING 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND DENSITY BONUSES; SPECIFYING THAT OPEN 

SPACE REQUIREMENTS IN THE C-2 DISTRICT ARE PER DWELLING UNIT;  

EXPANDING OPTIONS TO REDUCE ON-SITE PARKING AND EXEMPTING THE 

BUSINESS CAPITAL DISTRICT FROM PARKING REQUIREMENTS IN TABLE 7-4; 

REDUCING REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES; REQUIRING ELECTRIC 

VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS FOR ALL NEW DEVELOPMENTS; 

DISTINGUISHING PARKING REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO BICYCLES FROM 

THOSE APPLICABLE TO VEHICLES, AND REQUIRING LONG-TERM BICYCLE 

STORAGE AND PARKING; ELIMINATING CONTENT-BASED SIGN RESTRICTIONS; 

IMPOSING A VARIETY OF NEW REGULATIONS PROTECTING THE CITY’S 

TERRAIN AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT; IMPOSING NEW LANDSCAPING 

STANDARDS FOR PLANTS AND TREES; ELIMINATING ALLOWANCE FOR HIGH- 

AND LOW-PRESSURE SODIUM LAMPS AND MERCURY VAPOR, ADDING LED AS 

THE PERMITTED LAMP TYPE, AND DECREASING THE PERMITTED 

INCANDESCENT WATTS FROM 160 TO 150; SUNSETTING THE BUSINESS CAPITOL 

DISTRICT DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE AND LONG RANGE PLANNING 

SUBCOMMITTEE; DEFINING NUMEROUS TERMS; IMBEDDING GRAPHICAL 

DEPICTIONS OF PROCESSES; AND MAKING NON-SUBSTANTIVE CHAPTER 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES. 

 

I propose the following amendment(s) to 

 

1. On page 5, insert the following heading: “Exhibit A”. 

2. On page 211 of Exhibit A, Section 14-3.3, Tabel 3-23, in the row titled “Density, 

residential max. (dwelling units/acre)” under the “C-1” and “C-4” columns, replace “10” 

with “21”.  

3. On pages 221-222 of Exhibit A, Section 14-3.5.A, after item 2, “General Standard for 

Measurement”, insert a new item numbered 3: 

(3) Responsibility for Compliance  

Each person engaged in the development of property, and the owner of  

property that has been developed or that is under development, shall comply 

with the applicable standards of Chapter 14 and provide documentation of 

compliance to the land use director as necessary to verify compliance. 

 

4. On page 455 of Exhibit A, Section 14-7.2B.1.I , replace “Aany” with “Any”. 

5. On page 459 of Exhibit A, Section 14-7.2F.3, Table 7-1, under “Development Review 

Fees” and “Impact Fees” delete the “f” from “payingf”, making it “paying”. 

6. On page 541 of Exhibit A, Section 14-7.9E.1.I. reletter the second “b.” as “c.” and re-

letter subsequent items. 

7. On page 541 of Exhibit A, Section 14-7.9E.1.I(g), after “enhanced” replace 

“development” with “affordability”.  
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This amendment does change the caption. ___ 

 

This amendment does not change the caption. __X_ 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

            

       _____________________________ 

       Jamie Cassutt, Councilor 

 

 

  

Approved as to Form: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Erin K. McSherry, City Attorney  

 

         

        

ADOPTED:      

NOT ADOPTED: _________________ 

DATE:        

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Andréa Salazar, City Clerk 

 

Erin McSherry (Nov 19, 2025 15:42:58 MST)
Erin McSherry

Jamie Cassutt (Nov 19, 2025 15:58:28 MST)
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