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City of Santa Fe
 Historic Preservation Division
 Re: Retroactive Approval/HPZR Review
zoningcounter@santafenm.gov

FROM:
 Charlotte Fox, Executive Property Manager
 Casa de Huerto Properties, LLC
info@casadehuerto.com

DATE:
 August 20, 2025, 11:44 AM MDT

ATTACHMENTS INCLUDED:
 (Legal Lot of Record, Site Plan, Photographs, Color Swatches)

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Division,

Pursuant to the requirements of the City of Santa Fe's Land
Development Code, Chapter 14, and the Historic Districts Ordinance
(Section 14-5.2), I hereby respectfully submit this application for
retroactive approval of a mural, titled "Orchard Sentinel," applied to
the exterior wall of the property located at 320 Paseo de Peralta, Santa
Fe, New Mexico, within the Downtown & Eastside Historic District. This
submission is made in direct response to the Historic Preservation
Division Notice of Violation issued on August 5, 2025, by Anthony
Maestas, acknowledging that the mural was completed without
obtaining the requisite prior approval from the Historic Preservation
Division (HPD) for exterior modifications in designated historic
districts.

mailto:zoningcounter@santafenm.gov
mailto:info@casadehuerto.com
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I accept full responsibility for this inadvertent oversight and extend
my deepest and most sincere apologies to the Board and the Division.
My actions were not intended to disregard or undermine the city's
esteemed preservation guidelines, which I hold in the highest regard.
As a lifelong resident and steward of Santa Fe's cultural legacy, I
deeply cherish this city—affectionately known as "The City Different," a
place renowned for embracing new, interesting, and beautiful
expressions that honor its unique spirit. It is with profound respect for
this heritage that I now seek to rectify the matter through this formal
application. Having managed and owned Airbnb properties in Santa
Fe for over three years, I regret not conducting more thorough due
diligence regarding the property's historic designation prior to
commissioning the mural. Had I been aware, I would have diligently
pursued approval through the established channels in advance.

I am profoundly committed to preserving and celebrating Santa Fe's
rich historical and cultural tapestry, and I humbly request that the
Board consider this application as an exception under the applicable
ordinances, taking into account the mural's harmonious alignment
with local traditions, its overwhelmingly positive reception within the
community, and our unwavering willingness to implement any
necessary modifications—such as adjustments to color palette or
placement—to achieve full compliance with the "Old Santa Fe Style"
standards. The mural embodies a substantial investment of $7,900,
complemented by the artist's dedicated time, energy, and scholarly
research. While we earnestly hope to retain "Orchard Sentinel" in a
form that enhances the district's aesthetic integrity, we pledge to
abide by the Board's determination and undertake any remedial
actions required.

The Inspiration for the Mural
The mural presents a captivating portrayal of a fox enveloped in
vibrant feathers, featuring a juvenile fox emerging from a cascade of
brown, yellow, and turquoise plumes, artfully integrated over the
property’s electrical tubing. The companion section, visible from the
western corner, depicts a grandfather fox amidst analogous feather
motifs. These artistic elements were thoughtfully selected to pay
homage to the cultural heritage of the Tewa People, the original
stewards of this land, while also venerating the property’s historical
narrative. 
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 The title "Orchard Sentinel" is particularly apt, deriving from the
historical designation of the street behind the building—Orchard
Street—which inspired the name "Casa de Huerto" proposed by
my father, evoking themes of growth, nurturing, and
guardianship. The fox serves as a sentinel, safeguarding this
familial and communal legacy while beautifying the space for our
guests. Furthermore, the colors—blues, greens, earth tones, and
black—subtly reference Tewa and Navajo symbolic traditions,
evoking concepts such as rain, earth, and protection, which align
seamlessly with our mission of fostering a welcoming hospitality
environment. This creative endeavor mirrors Santa Fe's enduring
identity as "The City Different," a haven for innovative and
beautiful expressions that enrich its distinctive character.

Familial Inspiration
This property has been cherished within my family for three
generations, cultivating an enduring bond with Santa Fe that
profoundly inspired "Orchard Sentinel" as a heartfelt tribute to our
shared heritage. My grandfather, Robert E. Fox, served with
distinction as a judge in the Santa Fe courts, contributing to the
New Mexico judiciary, having been elected to the state
legislature, and as an original member of the New Mexico Public
Defender Board. The property was subsequently entrusted to my
father, John R. Fox, a distinguished attorney specializing in real
estate and title law since 1978, and the president of
Southwestern Title & Escrow Inc. He has also enriched the
community through ownership of iconic Santa Fe establishments,
including Bourbon Grill and The Cowgirl Bar and Grill.

I, Charlotte Kate Fox, was nurtured with an abiding affection for
Santa Fe, graduating from St. Michael’s High School and earning
a BFA followed by an Honorary Ph.D. from the College of Santa
Fe (subsequently known as The Santa Fe University of Art and
Design). My professional journey in the arts led to a Broadway
debut as Roxie Hart in Chicago (2015) and a pioneering role in
Japan’s NHK drama Massan (2014-2015). Amid the challenges
of the COVID-19 pandemic, I welcomed my first child and
transformed 320 Paseo de Peralta into Airbnb accommodations
under Casa de Huerto Properties, LLC, tailored for families and
offering pet-friendly havens. 



7

Our ethos prioritizes genuine hospitality, accessibility, and a
familial warmth, resulting in numerous returning guests who
continue to create cherished memories in this beloved city.

Practical Inspiration
The northern facade of the property, recessed approximately 25
feet from Paseo de Peralta, previously featured exposed power
cables and tubing that detracted from its visual appeal and were
inconspicuous to our guests. Given constraints preventing
removal or concealment via fencing, we pursued the mural as a
thoughtful enhancement. Last year, I was inspired by a mural at
Beck and Bellow on Cerrillos Road, masterfully executed by the
acclaimed muralist Wes Abarca. Hailing from Los Angeles, Wes
channeled his personal transformation through art, establishing
Genesis Mural Company in 2020. His oeuvre, grounded in
themes of healing, culture, and community, employs dynamic
imagery and spray paint methodologies, earning recognition
from legislators and showcasing at events such as the Paint It
Back Street Art Fest.

Casa de Huerto has garnered over 40 emails and social media
commendations, including: “This is just fantastic!” -
@Montanaknight71; “Amen and amen! This is gorgeous…” -
@cre8d; “Wow! Absolutely love the placement…” -
@sarahmeitlerr; “Outstanding visuals!” -@themuralfest. Notably,
an email from Lauren Naranjo, a Tewa artist and curator at Meow
Wolf Denver, extolled the mural’s cultural depth and inquired
about Wes’s contact for potential collaboration.

Placement of Mural and Specs
"Orchard Sentinel" adorns the northwestern corner of the
property, comprising two distinct sections. The northern
segment, set back 23.5 feet from Paseo de Peralta and
measuring 7.9 feet by 16.2 feet, illustrates a juvenile fox nestled
among brown, yellow, and turquoise feathers, overlaid on the
tubing and interspersed between three exterior windows. The
western segment, recessed 25 feet from the roadway and visible
to eastward travelers, encompasses a grandfather fox (7.9 feet
by 5 feet) and accompanying feathers (6.5 feet by 5.4 feet) in
complementary hues.
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he mural was rendered utilizing Behr Premium Elastomeric Paint,
specifically engineered for stucco surfaces, offering superior
elasticity, waterproofing, UV resistance, and enduring color
fidelity. The palette includes:

 Canyon Dusk (S210-4), Rusty Gate (M200-7), Cherry Cola (S130-
7), Dark Crimson (M140-7), Swiss Coffee (12), Sweet Lemon
(3006-3B), Blue Burst (4008-10B), Nocturnal Green (5011-1), Ultra
Pure White (UPW), Authentic Tan (N290-2), Jungle Camouflage
(N350-4), Dolphin Fin (790C-3), Summer Smash (5002-9C).

In summation, this application respectfully petitions for
retroactive approval of "Orchard Sentinel" as an exception,
underscoring its cultural harmony, community acclaim, and
amelioration of an aesthetic deficiency, all while revering our
familial lineage and Santa Fe's venerable heritage. I reaffirm my
acknowledgment of the procedural lapse, as documented in the
Notice of Violation issued on August 5, 2025, by Anthony
Maestas, and reiterate our complete readiness to effectuate
modifications in conformity with historic district mandates. We
earnestly implore the Board to favorably consider this request,
thereby permitting the preservation of this evocative artwork that
contributes to the vibrant mosaic of "The City Different." Thank
you for your gracious consideration and dedication to
safeguarding our community's treasures. I remain at your
disposal for any inquiries, clarifications, or an on-site inspection.

Sincerely,
Charlotte Fox

 Executive Property Manager
 Casa de Huerto Properties, LLC
info@casadehuerto.com

Charlotte Fox

mailto:info@casadehuerto.com


Addendum: Exception Requests for “Orchard Sentinel” Mural at 320 Paseo de
Peralta

City of Santa Fe Historic Preservation Division
Re: Retroactive Approval/HPZR Review

zoningcounter@santafenm.gov

FROM:
Charlotte Fox, Executive Property Manager
Casa de Huerto Properties, LLC
info@casadehuerto.com

DATE:
October 15, 2025, 08:47 AM MDT

Pursuant to Sections 14-5.2(10), 14-5.2(E)(1), 14-5.2(E)(2), and 14-8.10(H) of the City
of Santa Fe’s Land Development Code, I respectfully request exceptions for the mu-
ral “Orchard Sentinel” at 320 Paseo de Peralta to address non-compliance with sign
and design standards, as outlined below in response to the Historic Preservation
Division Notice of Violation issued on August 5, 2025, by Anthony Maestas:

Exception Requests

14-5.2(10) Signs; Murals

(i) Do not damage the character of the district: The mural enhances the district’s
character by integrating Tewa-inspired fox and feather motifs, using colors
that echo traditional Pueblo aesthetics, complementing thehistoric streetscape.

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public
welfare: Retaining the mural mitigates financial hardship from its $7,900 cost,
while its aesthetic improvement supports public welfare by welcoming visi-
tors to the historic district.

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City: Themural contributes
to “The City Different” by offering a culturally resonant design, enriching the
district’s diverse aesthetic and supporting residential vibrancy.

14-5.2(E)(1) Downtown and Eastside Design Standards

(i) Do not damage the character of the district: Themural’s earth tones and Tewa-
inspireddesignharmonizewith the district’s adobe aesthetic, enhancing rather
than detracting from its historic integrity.
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(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public
welfare: The mural’s retention avoids financial loss from its creation and im-
proves the public’s experience by beautifying an unsightly utility area.

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City: By blending Tewa
symbolism with modern artistry, the mural enriches Santa Fe’s diverse iden-
tity, fostering cultural appreciation within the district.

14-5.2(E)(2) Downtown and Eastside Design Standards

(i) Do not damage the character of the district: The mural’s placement and colors
align with the district’s aesthetic, providing an aesthetically pleasing street
frontage that complements the historic environment.

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public
welfare: The mural prevents hardship by preserving a significant investment
and enhances public welfare by welcoming residents and guests with vibrant,
culturally significant imagery.

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City: Themural supports
Santa Fe’s “City Different” identity, offering a unique design that enhances the
district’s appeal and residential vitality.

14-8.10(H) Special Sign Regulations in the H Districts

(i) Do not damage the character of the district: The mural preserves the district’s
unique character by incorporating Tewa-inspired elements, ensuring compat-
ibility with Santa Fe’s historic and cultural landscape.

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public
welfare: Retaining themural avoids financial hardship for my family and sup-
ports public welfare by enhancing the district’s aesthetic appeal for residents
and tourists.

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City: Themural provides
an aesthetically pleasing street frontage sign, welcoming residents and guests
into historic downtown Santa Fewith a culturally resonant fox and colors that
accentuate the streetscape’s vibrancy.
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PROPOSED AREA FOR MURAL
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10320 PASEO DE PERALTA
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Color Swatches
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Thank
You

505.577.7226

info@casadehuerto.com

www.casadehuerto.com

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

WEB ADDRESS

For Inquiries,
Contact Us.

Mural Proposal
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