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Chapter 1. Introduction & 
Purpose

Purpose

Assists both public and private 
professionals to apply consistent, 

safe, multimodal street design

Offers flexibility and 
context-sensitive design

Link to full document:
santafempo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Santa-Fe-
Street-Design-Guide-FINAL-No-Appendices-06-27-25.pdf
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Road Street
Moves vehicles quickly Supports people and places
Prioritizes speed & efficiency Prioritizes safety & access
Connects distant places Connects local destinations
Designed for throughput Designed for economic and civic life

A road is a transportation corridor—its job is to move vehicles efficiently and quickly over 
distance.

A street is a platform for community life—it’s transactional, supports exchange, public transit, 
access, and human interaction at human scale.

Why it matters:
Designing for community…



Chapter 1. Introduction & 
Purpose

Aligns with Santa Fe Multimodal Transition Plan,  
2025-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and 

other City and MPO plans and resolutions that share 
the same values. 

To achieve innovative, multi-modal design, the 
following guidelines and standards take precedence 
in this order:
 

• NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

• AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of Highways 

and Streets



Chapter 2. Contextual Street 
Design Framework 

Context

Built on City and Citizens goals: safe, equitable, 
multimodal transportation

Accommodating all users

Guiding Principles

Safety-first for all users. 
Equity and access: serving low-income, minority, 
zero-vehicle, aging populations
Context sensitivity: historic districts, urban core,  
residential street, commercial corridor.



Chapter 3. Right-of-Way 



Chapter 4. Elements of the Street

Cross-Section Elements

Sidewalks, curb extensions, parking, bike 
lanes (buffered/protected), travel lanes, 

medians, street trees
ADA-compliant curb ramps, pedestrian 
refuge islands, transit stop treatments

Clear cross-section descriptions, 
elements and targets provide clarity and 

certainty for  developer plans.                     
Referencing national guidance (NACTO, 

AASHTO) embedded in the Guide

Example: Paseo de 
Peralta designed as 
Minor Arterial - Before

Paseo de Peralta still 
designed as Minor 
Arterial but context 
prioritized results via 
this Guide.  



Chapter 5. Safety & Transportation 
Analyses

Purpose

Ensure that safety is the foundation 
of every conceptual street design.

Designers identify crash risks using local data, 
prioritize vulnerable users, and apply proven 
countermeasures—especially along High Injury 
corridors—to deliver context-sensitive designs that 
prevent serious injuries and fatalities.



Chapter 6. Intersections

Meet User Needs – Balance motor vehicle 
and non-motorized movement

Accessibility – Follow ADA and universal 
access standards

Reclaim Space: Wide intersections are not 
always necessary for the efficient movement 
of motor vehicles. Underutilized intersection 
space can be reallocated for transit users, 

pedestrians, cyclists, and green space.



Chapter 7. Drainage

Reduce pollution & minimizes runoff impacts
Address quantity & quality of stormwater

Engineering judgment & site-specific flexibility encouraged

Protect public health, safety, and welfare
Maintain natural hydrologic systems

Prevent property damage flooding
Support long-term environmental resilience

Preserve floodplains & natural drainage paths
Protect sensitive areas: wetlands, bosques, riparian zones

Minimize erosion and sedimentation
Prevent runoff from harming acequias or irrigation 

infrastructure

Encourage infiltration, reuse, and 
evapotranspiration

Integrate stormwater management into streetscape
Support aesthetic, functional, and sustainable goals
Facilitate maintenance access for drainage systems



Planning integration of Street Design Guide

Makes beneficial changes to the CH 14 street standards, 
including:

• Bringing street functional classifications (arterials, collectors, etc) up to date for the 
City’s goals

• Reduces vehicular lane widths to improve safety
• More strategic inclusion of bike lanes and shared use paths, improving safety
• Sets a foundation and parameters for flexibility on “innovative street designs”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This project is called Zorro Blanco and includes a clubhouse, pool, and coffee shop in addition to the residential units

Again, it is zoned C-1 and the development is on 7.9 acres. This acreage will be created through a future lot line adjustment
�The current application includes a 6.9 acres lot but the applicant has a condition of approval and has submitted a letter of affidavit to alter this to 7.9 acres to meet the density requirements of C-1

The property is within phase 2C of Tierra Contena, a PRC, which was annexed into the City in 1985 and Master Planned in 1994 with development standards



CH 14 Code

• Many standards moved to Public 
Infrastructure Manual

• Some high-level standards 
retained in Code

Public Infrastructure Manual
• new document
• Includes standards from both CH 14 

and the Street Design Guide
• At 90% draft – working with Public 

Works and MPO to finalize

Street Design Guide

• Many standards from Guide added to 
Public Infrastructure Manual

1. Purpose and applicability

2. Roles and authority of Public 
Infrastructure Manual and Street 
Design Guide

3. Standards for:

• subdivision connectivity  
 
• infill development 

• approval process for private 
streets

• approval process for gravel 
streets

1. Street Types and Standards

2. Engineering Standards and 
Specifications

3. Appendix:

• Infrastructure Completion Policy

• Transportation Impact Analysis Policy

1. Broader discussion of goals and vision for 
streets

2. Best practices

3. Guidance on unique situations (traffic 
calming, mid-block ped crossings, etc)

4. Additional design process for major city-
led street projects

Creating a Public Infrastructure Manual



Current Chapter 14 Street Type Table



Public Infrastructure Manual 
includes:

• New Street Types that use 
standards created by the 
Street Design Guide 

• Allows greater flexibility 
while still including 
standards as a starting 
point.

• Evolve “innovative” street 
design to “contextual” 
street design



Public Infrastructure Manual also 
will includes formalized 
Engineering Standards and 
Specifications.



Other street issues to address in CH 14
• Infill development standards: when do we require development to pave, build sidewalks, 

etc? (both on-site improvements and off-site improvements)

Gravel streets

Paved Streets

Historic Eastside
North Santa Fe Agua Fria



Completing the sidewalk network
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