WALL AND FENCE GUIDELINES
SANTA FE HISTORIC DISTRICTS

[ADOPTED 24 AUGUST 1999]

Purpose and intent: These guidelines are offered to promote continuity and harmony of design
elements that comprise streetscape in the Santa Fe Historic Districts, including, but not limited to walls,
fences, open space and landscaping and their connectivity to the primary structures(s) on the property
and the physical character of the street or public fagade of the property. These guidelines are
consistent with the purpose and intent, and standards in the Historic Districts Ordinance [Section 14-70
SFCC 1987].

SCALE:

Walls should not extend for more than 50 feet in a single, horizontal plane without a plane change of at
least one foot.

Wall heights should modulate a minimum of 8 inches, or one block course, at least every 25'.
Walls should include openings such as gates, windows and nichos at appropriate intervals.

Walls and fences in excess of 4 feet in height and having street frontage or visibility shall be brought to
the HDRB for review and approval prior to submission for building permit review. Where there is a
conflict between this guideline and the allowable height as calculated under Section 14-70.20 SFCC
1987, the latter shall prevail. [This supersedes the HDRB's 8/13/96 policy requiring the same for walls
or fences in excess of 3 feet in height. It encourages the construction of lower privacy walls that still
allow the structure on the site to make a contribution to the streetscape, and provide for a view shed
into the property. This is recommended in response to the proliferation of inappropriately high yard
walls that have been and are being constructed throughout the city’s historic districts, causing an
impact on the historic and visual character of the historic districts.]

Wall heights should be carefully regulated by the HDRB standards as calculable for the particuiar
streetscapes [Section 14-70.20 SFCC 1987]; and should be restricted so as not to increase the
allowable height for the streetscape by more than 20%.

Solid fences should be stepped back and modulated the same as walls.

Fences with fenestration, such as coyote fences, may continue in an unrestricted horizontal distance at
the same height and in the same horizontal plane.

SETBACK:

Unfenestrated walls and fences (e.g. cedar stake, ponderosa slat) should setback from the front
property line an average of 1 foot for every 10 feet of horizontal length of the wall. This could be
accomplished in a single plane or with step backs as outlined above.

Open fences (e.g. wire and post, picket) or fenestrated fences (e.g. coyote) may be constructed without
setback at the front property line, unless otherwise regulated by the underlying zoning.



Walls with openings comprising 20% of the surface area of a single plane may be constructed at the
property line, unless restricted by the underlying zoning.

Side or rear walls or fences may be constructed at the property line as per that allowed by the
underlying zoning.

Walls or fences within existing compounds should be restricted to privacy barriers to enclose
courtyards, parking and private areas; and should be connected to and not extend more than 25 feet
from the main structure. However, walls or fences should not be connected to significant structures.
Desired connections may be made to significant structures by way of other means [e.g. Landscaping].
These treatments will help maintain traditional compound common elements, such as open space and
the ability to communicate with neighbors, and therefore assist in the preservation of the character of
existing compounds.

MATERIAL, TEXTURE AND COLOR:

Walls should be predominantly of the same material, texture and color as the main structure(s) to be
located on the property, or may be of material indigenous or traditional for the area such as river rock,
limestone, flagstone or slate.

Fences should be of the material, texture and color of fences typical of the existing streetscape or
design vernacular if applicable to a particular H-District or streetscape.

GATES:

Vehicular gates should be permitted only at entrances to private driveways or compounds and set back
in accordance with the underlying zoning.

Vehicular gating of subdivisions or other large-scale developments is strongly discouraged, and may be
prohibited [See City of Santa Fe 1999 General Plan].

Gates should be designed to complement the walll or fence treatment containing them with respect to
scale, height, material, texture and color. Fenestrated gates should be encouraged as opposed to solid
gates.

LANDSCAPING (Suggested Options)

Walls and fences in excess of 50’ in length should install landscaping along the exterior fagade within
the suggested setback or step back.

Landscaping on top of or over a wall is encouraged to provide for additional screening if desired from
the interior of the property.

Terracing of walls is encouraged and should be landscaped.

The use of native, drought resistant plant material is encouraged in all wall, fence or terrace
landscaping.
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R304.3 Height effect on room area. Portions of a room
with a sloping ceiling measuring less than 5 feet (1524 mm)
or a furred ceiling measuring less than 7 feet (2134 mm)
from the finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be
considered as contributing to the minimum required habit-

able area for that room.

SECTION R305
CEILING HEIGHT

R305.1 Minimum height. Habitable space, hallways and
portions of basements containing these spaces shall have a
ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). Bathrooms,
toilet rooms and laundry rooms shall have a ceiling height of
aot less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).

Exceptions:
1. For rooms with sloped ceilings, the required floor
area of the room shall have a ceiling height of not
less than 5 feet (1524 mm) and not less than 50
percent of the required floor area shall have a ceil-
ing height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm).

2. The ceiling height above bathroom and toilet
room fixtures shall be such that the fixture is capa-
ble of being used for its intended purpose. A
shower or tub equipped with a showerhead shall
have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 8
inches (2032 mm) above an area of not less than
30 inches (762 mm) by 30 inches (762 mm) at the
showerhead.

3. Beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions in
basements containing habitable space shall be
permitted to project to within 6 feet 4 inches (1931
mm) of the finished floor.

4. Beams and girders spaced apart not less than 36
inches (914 mm) in clear finished width shall proj-
ect not more than 78 inches (1981 mm) from the
finished floor.

R305.1.1 Basements. Portions of basements that do not
contain habitable space or hallways shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).

Exception: At beams, girders, ducts or other obstruc-
tions, the ceiling height shall be not less than 6 feet 4
inches (1931 mm) from the finished floor.

SECTION R306
SANITATION

R306.1 Toilet facilities. Every dwelling unit shall be
provided with a water closet, lavatory, and a bathtub or
shower.

R306.2 Kitchen. Each dwelling unit shall be provided with a

kitchen area and every kitchen area shall be provided with a
sink.

R306.3 Sewage disposal. Plumbing fixtures shall be
connected to a sanitary sewer or to an approved private
sewage disposal system.
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R306.4 Water supply to fixtures. Plumbing fixtures shall
be connected to an approved water supply. Kitchen sinks,
lavatories, bathtubs, showers, bidets, laundry tubs and wash-
ing machine outlets shall be provided with hot and cold
water.

SECTION R307
TOILET, BATH AND SHOWER SPACES

R307.1 Space required. Fixtures shall be spaced in accor-
dance with Figure R307.1, and in accordance with the
requirements of Section P2705.1.

R307.2 Bathtub and shower spaces. Bathtub and shower
floors and walls above bathtubs with installed shower heads
and in shower compartments shall be finished with a nonab-
sorbent surface. Such wall surfaces shall extend to a height
of not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) above the floor.

SECTION R308
GLAZING

R308.1 Identification. Except as indicated in Section
R308.1.1 each pane of glazing installed in hazardous loca-
tions as defined in Section R308.4 shall be provided with a
manufacturer’s designation specifying who applied the
designation, the type of glass and the safety glazing standard
with which it complies, and that is visible in the final instal-
lation. The designation shall be acid etched, sandblasted,
ceramic-fired, laser etched, embossed, or be of a type that
once applied cannot be removed without being destroyed. A
label shall be permitted in lieu of the manufacturer’s
designation.

Exceptions:

1. For other than tempered glass, manufacturer’s
designations are not required provided that the
building official approves the use of a certificate,
affidavit or other evidence confirming compliance
with this code.

2. Tempered spandrel glass is permitted to be identi-
fied by the manufacturer with a removable paper
designation.

R308.1.1 Identification of multiple assemblies. Multi-
pane assemblies having individual panes not exceeding 1
square foot (0.09 m?) in exposed area shall have not less
than one pane in the assembly identified in accordance
with Section R308.1. Other panes in the assembly shall be
labeled “CPSC 16 CFR 1201” or “ANSI Z97.1” as
appropriate.

R308.2 Louvered windows or jalousies. Regular, float,
wired or patterned glass in jalousies and louvered windows
shall be not less than nominal %, inch (5 mm) thick and not
more than 48 inches (1219 mm) in length. Exposed glass
edges shall be smooth.

R308.2.1 Wired glass prohibited. Wired glass with wire
exposed on longitudinal edges shall not be used in jalou-
sies or louvered windows.
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Architectural Classification: Style and Type
to be used with the

Historic Cultural Property Inventory (HCPI) Form

November 2013

[Draft Release 1.0]

State of New Mexico
Department of Cultural Affairs

Historic Preservation Division



Mediterranean / Spanish Colonial Revival
1910 - 1950

a.ka. Spanish Revival (NR Architectural Classification: Late 19" & 20" Century Revivals:
Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival; Mediterranean Revival)

Because of its affinity with regional revival styles (California Mission and Spanish-Pueblo Revival), the
Mediterranean Style was a popular period style in NewMexico. This style was popularized in 1915 at
the Panama-California exposition in San Diego. A chief architect of the style was Bertram Grosvenor
Goodhue. He is the author of a book on Spanish Colonial architecture in Mexico. His California building
at the Exposition combined motifs from Morelia, Mexico City, Tepotzotlan and San Luis Potosi. By 1925
Spanish architecture became a craze.

Red tile roofs and light colored stuccoed walls are its trademarks and usually there is at least one
aperture emphasized by a round-arched opening or picturesque grouping of windows, Often tile is
restricted to porches or parapets which front otherwise flat roofs, and in some case; the tile is in fact a
pressed metal imitation. Most often a residential styles, the larger examples make frequent use of
wood or wrought iron balcony railings and window grilles. Also ornamental decoration of cast stone
such as twisted columns or door frames are applied to the faces.

General Character Defining Features:

e Two stories often with square tower or.cupola

¢ Low pitched tile roofs or flat roofs with tiled parapets
e Thick plastered walls of varying textures

e Projected bays

e Simple colonnades

e Picturesque window grouping

e Wood shutters

e Iron grillwork over windows

. Segmental arch window heads

e Doorways flanked by columns or pilasters sometimes also with cast stone ornamention
e Balconies with wrought iron or wood railings

e Bracketed cornice or eaves

Common Construction Materials:

e Redtile

e Light colored stucco

e Wroughtiron

e Wood ornamentation and brackets
e (ast stone

Reference:
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e “American Architecture Since 1780”, Marcus Whiffen, 1969 (and 1993)
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