
August 22, 2025 

To: Historic Districts Review Board and Staff 

RE: 222 Polaco Street Status Review Buildings A, B, C 

We request the HDRB designate primary elevations for the contributing buildings on site. 

From the HCPI by Mr. John Murphey: 

The former Rivera Compound comprises three dwellings arranged on a roughly 
0.15-acre lot on the west side of Polaco Street. The lot’s irregular, seven-sided 
shape deviates from other parcels along the street and may suggest that the area 
containing Building #3 had a different origin, possibly predating the subdivision 
that created Polaco Street. Each house incorporates some form of adobe wall 
construction. The core of each building is visible on a 1958 aerial photograph. 
Aside from Building #2, the footprints of the buildings expanded 
over the years with various additions, most of which were completed by the late 
1970s, as shown in a 1978 aerial photograph. All three are listed as Contributing 
structures to the Westside-Guadalupe Historic District. 

Evaluation of Historical Status 
It is unclear what specific action led to these buildings being designated as 
Contributing Structures to the Westside-Guadalupe Historic District. Their merit 
appears to be more anthropological, serving as examples of low-cost construction 
and incremental, owner-built additions over time. 
When considered under the code’s style-based criteria, the front and north 
façades of Building #3 exhibit some interest as vernacular expressions of period 
domestic architecture. However, the most expressive elevation—the front—has 
been somewhat diminished by the addition of a poorly constructed porch and a 
lean-to outdoor kitchen. Building #2 is a simple, unarticulated box, representing 
basic shelter rather than architectural expression. Building #3 should be 
disqualified under the code due to its porch enclosure, though it still retains 
interest as an artifact of individual, owner-driven modifications. 



Based on these considerations: 
• Building #C/ #1 in HCPI we request Primary elevation designation. 
• Building #A/#2 in HCPI is recommended as Contributing, with the south and 
west elevations identified as the primary façades. 
• Building #B/ #3 in HCPI is recommended as Contributing, with the original 
portions of the east and north elevations identified as primary façades, and the 
understanding that non-original design elements and materials are excluded. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and review. 

All the best, 

Sincerely, 

Gayla Bechtol, AIA



Primary                                                                            Non-Primary            Figure 1. Façade Diagram 
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Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Base Form (FORM 1) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

Date of Form: July 12, 2025 
 

For HPD Office use only:  
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
    Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
    Parcel # 12187008 
 

5. Property Type: 
_x Buildings: 3 dwellings   
_x Structures: patio wall  
__ Site     __ Object 
 

  

6. Date of Survey:    
    May 23, 2025, JWM  

7. Previous Survey Date(s): 
_x_Yes: July 9, 1985, Harry Weiss, 
August 10, 1998, SH, Spears Architects, 
AIA  
__  No:  

8. Name of Project:  
    HDRB Status Evaluation  

9. Lat/Long:  35.6871061,-105.9501649 
 

10. Photo Information: John W. Murphey, photographer.          Photo 1: View of Rivera Family Compound. Camera facing northwest.  

11. Brief Description of the Property:  
  
The former Rivera Compound comprises three dwellings arranged on a roughly 0.15-acre lot on the west side of 
Polaco Street (Photo 1). The lot’s irregular, seven-sided shape deviates from other parcels along the street and 
may suggest that the area containing Building #3 had a different origin, possibly predating the subdivision that 
created Polaco Street. Each house incorporates some form of adobe wall construction. The core of each 
building is visible on a 1958 aerial photograph. Aside from Building #2, the footprints of the buildings expanded 
over the years with various additions, most of which were completed by the late 1970s, as shown in a 1978 
aerial photograph. All three are listed as Contributing structures to the Westside-Guadalupe Historic District. 
 
Continued on Page 5. 
12. Who uses the property? Dwellings, vacant and used  

13. Construction Date:  
Date: Various eras, pre-1948 with post-1958 additions  
_ _Known    _x_ Estimated      Source: aerial photographs  

14. Setting: 
_x_ Suburban   __ Rural   __ Village  __ Urban        If Urban: __ Commercial __ Industrial _x_ Residential __Public 

15. Relationship to Surroundings:      __ Similar    _x_ Dissimilar 
   Comments: Dwellings are not arranged parallel to Polaco Street at their long elevations. 
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HCPI Base Form (FORM 1)                          (Continued from other side) 
16. Additional Perspective: (Photos, drawing, footprint, etc., indicate north arrow when possible) 

  

 
                                            
Source: Office of the Santa Fe County Assessor   
parcel lines are not accurate 

17. Surveyor:  
(your name, address, telephone number, and 
any group affiliation) 
 
John W. Murphey  
Architectural Historian  
Architectural History Services  
505-577-7593/707-583-7819 
John@archhistoryservices.com 
 
For: Current owner and Gayla Bechtol Architect, 
PC 
 
 
 

18. Owner (if known) and other 
knowledgeable people: 
 
Current owner: Carol Lee Kirch Living Trust   
N/A 

19. Is Property Endangered?           _x_ Unknown  __ No  __ Yes      How?  
 

20. Significance to Current Community:      _x_ Unknown  __ None  __ Low  __ Moderate  __ High 
 Describe: Unknown 
 

21. Other Significance or Information of Interest: (such as historical, legendary, structural, former ownership, etc.) 
       See Historical Overview.  

22. National or State Register: 
 
Is this property individually listed on a historic register?  __ Unknown _x_ No   __Yes  
                                                                                        If yes: __ State         __ National 
 If ‘no’ or unknown, do you think this property is eligible for listing?       _x_ No   __Yes 
            Why? See Evaluation of Historical Status 

23. National or State Historic District: City of Santa Fe 
 
  Is this property in a historic district?     __ Unknown     __ No     _x_ Yes 
               If yes:  __ Significant   _x_ Contributing, all three buildings __ Non-contributing __ No Status 
               Per City of Santa Fe official designation map 
 
If ‘yes’, what is the name of the district?  __ State   __ National  _x_ City of Santa Fe: Westside-Guadalupe Historic District  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

24. Supplemental Forms: 
 
   __ None   _x_ HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)     __ Continuation Sheets, # pages: _______________ 
 

 

mailto:John@archhistoryservices.com
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Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

 
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
    Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 23, 2025  

ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 

6. Visible Construction Material: 
 
_x_Adobe           __ Brick               __ Composition          __ Concrete: Block 
 
__ Concrete:      __Concrete:         __ Earth                        __ Masonry: 
 
__ Metal:             __ Metal:              __ Metal:                      __ Stone: 
     Corrugated         Structural            V-Crimp                        Random  
                                 Siding                                                        Ashlar 
     Stone: 
__ Random         __Stone:             __Stone:                      __ Stone: Tabular 
     Coursed              River Rock         Rusticated 
                                   
_x_Stucco:           _x_Tile:               __ Vinyl                       __ Wood: Board                         
                                  Clay                     Siding                         and Batten   
     Wood:                  
__ Horizontal      __ Wood:            __ Wood:                     __ Wood: Shingle 
     Siding                  Jacal                   Log 
 
__ Wood: Tongue and Groove                                            __ Other:               
 

7. Number of Stories:        __ N/A 

           Number:  _x_1   __11/2  __ 2 
                            __ 21/2    Other:_________ 

8. Foundation:         __ N/A 

             _x_ Not visible __ None  
             __  At Grade   __Raised:   
Materials: _x_ Concrete: _  Stone 
Other:   
Notes 

9. Roof:               __ N/A 

Shape: __Flat  __Gabled 

             __ Hipped __ Pyramidal 
             __x Shed    Other: 
Pitch:   __ None      __ Low 
              __ Medium __ Steep 
Features: __ Eave:  
__ Parapets  
Materials: __Asphalt 
__ Earth 
__ Composition shingle __ Metal: Pressed  
__ Composition Roll        __Metal: Corrugated 
__ Metal: Standing Seam __Metal: Standing Seam  
__ Tile: Terra Cotta  __ Wood: Shingle 
Other:   

10. Window Types  
  

Operation   Material    Glazing Number 

Single-Hung Wood  1/1 3 

Sash In Fixed Position  Wood  6 3 

Sash In Fixed Position  Wood  8 1 

Sash In Fixed Position  Wood  5  2 

Sliding  Aluminum  1-1 5 

Glass Block  Glass Block Wave 2 
 

11. Door Types  
 

Type Style Material Number 

Single-Leaf           ½-Light   Wood  1 

Single-Leaf           4-light/3-Panel   Wood  1 

Single-Leaf           Diamond Light  Wood  1 

Single-Leaf           Flush  Wood  1 
 

 12. Chimneys __ N/A 
       Exterior, shouldered, Building #3, north elevation  

13. Porches        __ N/A 
Type:     __ Entry      _x_Partial-Width    __  Full-Width __ Wrap 
 

14. Other Significant Features N/A 

15. Modifications:    x        __ No known modifications 
   
#1 Date: Post-1958; additions to Buildings #1 and #2; aerial photographs  
#2 Date: Post-1978; enclosure of porch on Building #1; visual evidence   
#3 Date: Unknown; replacement of east and west windows of Building #1; visual evidence 
#4 Date: Unknown; replacement of entry doors of Building #2; visual evidence 
#5 Date; Unknown; replacement of front entry door and replacement/reconstruction of porch of Building #3; visual evidence 
 

HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)                          (Continued from other side) 
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16. Primary Architectural Style              __ Not Applicable 

 
__ Art Deco/Streamline Moderne       __ Gothic Revival            __ Mission Revival            __ Pueblo                        __ Spanish-Pueblo Revival    
__ Bungalow/Craftsman                     __ International                __ Neo-Classical               __ Queen Anne               __ Territorial 
__ Colonial Revival                             __ Italianate                      __ Northern NM                __ Ranch                          __ Territorial Revival 
__ Folk Victorian                                 __ Mediterranean              _ Prairie                           __ Spanish-Colonial        __ Tudor Revival 
 
Notes:                                                                                                                                        _x_ Other: Vernacular; transitional Mission-Pueblo  
 

17. Documents Available and Their Locations 
 

Historic Preservation Division 
Land Use Department 
City of Santa Fe 
200 Lincoln Avenue 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
(505) 955-6605  
https://www.santafenm.gov/land-use/historic-preservation 
 

Archaeological Records Management Section 
Laboratory of Anthropology 
708 Camino Lejo 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 476-1320 
https://nmhistoricpreservation.org/arms.html 

 

 S I T E:  
 

18. Attached or Associated Properties  

Are associated properties eligible for listing: N/A  

 
19.Site Plan: Portion of 2024 boundary survey map. Courtesy of Del Rio Surveying, Inc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

  
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
   Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 23, 2025  
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Architectural Description Continued 
 
Each building of the compound reflects construction practices shaped by limited means 
(Photo 2). The structures appear to be owner-built and likely do not meet current code 
standards. Deterioration and structural deficiencies are readily observable. 
 
Building #1 

 
Situated to the south of the entrance to the compound, Building #1 may be the 
youngest structure on the lot. Holding approximately 834 square feet including a porch 
enclosure, the building is made primarily of adobe and has a roughly rectangular plan. 

East 
 
The east elevation, facing Polaco Street, is penetrated by two window openings (Photo 
3). The south unit is a 1/1 hung-sash wood window in poor condition (Photo 4). The 
north window is an aluminum sliding unit jammed into the wall (Photo 5). Wood rafters 
project from the wall, and tacked onto them is a recent fascia with a metal cap. An 
owner decided to give the roof some flair by adding a faux Pueblo parapet constructed 
of cement laid over chicken wire (Photo 6). 
 
North  
 
This elevation, facing the driveway, is the most altered. The long façade reveals several 
additions made to the core block (Photo 7). Rectangular and oriented toward the 
driveway, the core block contains an opening now filled with glass blocks; based on its 
dimensions, this opening may have originally held a door. An enclosed porch is adjacent 
to the west. This section has another opening containing glass and a modern half-light 
wood door (Photo 8). This section and the next segment to the west have lower roof 
heights, indicating they are additions.  
 
The final portion projects out from the filled-in porch and contains a bathroom (now 
demolished) and laundry area (Photo 9). Two tall, 5-light wood windows deliver 
sunshine to the bathroom hall (Photo 10). The windows, measuring 16½” x 48,” were 
likely recycled. They are in poor condition, with their lower lights replaced with 
Plexiglas. 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

  
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
   Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 23, 2025  
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West 
 
This elevation incorporates a post-1958 addition (Photo 11). It has lumpy stuccoed 
adobe walls and two windows: one an 8-light wood sash stuck into the stucco at the 
bathroom (Photo 12), and the other an aluminum sliding unit pillowed by a bed of 
stucco (Photo 13). The north section has a shed roof covering the bathroom addition. A 
stove pipe rises from the center of the façade, and a vent near the ground indicates it 
sits over a low crawlspace. 

South  

The south elevation faces the property line (Photo 14). It has only one opening near its 
east end. Roughly eight feet of rock is stacked near its west end, serving as a 
contrapared. The opening contains a 1/1 hung wood sash window in poor condition 
(Photo 15). 

Interior 
 
The house contains five rooms; however, none exhibit clear indicators of their original 
domestic functions. The only identifiable element is a demolished bathroom, suggesting 
that the interior was heavily altered or gutted when it became an artist studio. It has the 
feeling of a storage shed. 
 
The entry vestibule represents the enclosed porch, which is evident by surviving 
windows which were once located on the exterior (Photo 16). There are several large 
rooms with exposed wood decking. A large 16' 10" x 17' 6" room at the southwest 
corner (Photo 17) reveals its adobe construction. It has a plank board floor with a few 
areas patched using homemade mending plates (Photo 18). A nicho is carved into the 
south wall (Photo 19). The bump-out containing the bathroom addition is nine inches 
above the adjacent room (Photo 19). It has a plywood floor painted yellow (Photo 20). 

Building #2 
 
The smallest of the dwellings, Building #2 sits north of the driveway as a gray stucco box. 
Holding approximately 486 square feet, it is the simplest in design: a two-room 
rectangle showing no additions. 
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East 
 
This elevation has a single opening containing the street-facing entry door (Photo 21). 
The door, a wood veneer unit with a “diamond” vision light, is now partially obscured by 
a non-historic walled patio, which includes a raised oven and surrounding bancos (Photo 
22). This facade presents the basic vocabulary of the building: gray-coat stucco walls, 
flat surfaces, and a mix of historic and replacement fenestration. Reflecting the 
building’s vernacular character, the electrical meter box is mounted matter-of-factly 
next to the door. There is no invitation to approach this house. 
South 

This façade serves as the everyday-use entry with one door and one window (Photo 23). 
The entry, situated near the west end, holds a non-historic wood panel unit approached 
by rough concrete steps. The window consists of two six-light wood sash divided by a 
mullion bar. The sash, like other units around the property, is in poor condition, with a 
light missing and weathering down to bare wood (Photo 24). 

West 

The short west façade has the most windows of the house (Photo 25). At the northwest 
corner is a three-light wood sash buried deeply into the wall at the bathroom (Photo 
26). Sitting at a lower position are two six-light wood sash with a mullion (Photo 27). 
One light is cracked and blocked with a piece of wood. 

North 

The north side of the building has no fenestration (Photo 28). 

Interior 

This dwelling is actively used and was not recorded but is known from a floor plan to 
contain two rooms. 

Building #3 

Set back approximately 60 feet from Polaco Street, in an area that may have been 
carved from land associated with Closson Street, this dwelling has a distinct 
architectural presentation and likely a different history than the front units. It encloses 
roughly 810 square feet and includes at least four additions which are evident when 
viewing aerial photographs.  
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East 
 
Though compromised by an addition, the front side of the building retains modest 
display ornamentation with its transitional Mission-to-Pueblo style parapet (Photo 29). 
This parapet type, seen in other vernacular homes in Santa Fe, typically signals 
construction from the late 1910s to the late 1920s. The style is further reinforced by the 
swooping wingwalls on each side of the façade. This façade has troweled, textured 
stucco painted white. BRAI roofing has been papered over part of the parapet.  

The rest of the façade is characterized by replaced fenestration and poor repairs. A non-
historic shed-roof porch spans the façade, constructed of plywood and 2x4s and 
supported by wobbly posts incorporating pieces of metal scroll columns (Photo 30). The 
entrance holds a modern hollow-core wood door framed by rough casings (Photo 31). 
To the north are two 1/1 wood sash windows, which appear to be repurposed and are 
installed upside down (Photo 32). 

Attached to the south is a shed-roof extension functioning as an outdoor kitchen (Photo 
33). 

North 
 
The north elevation presents a traditional fireplace façade, with a centered chimney 
flanked by small windows (Photo 34). Removed stucco reveals that the chimney is 
constructed of soft bricks (Photo 35). The flanking windows measure 17½ x 22½ inches 
and are single-light casements (Photo 36). In a more developed home, these would 
typically be multi-light units. A piece of hollow clay tile is exposed at one of the 
windows, suggesting that the original core of the building is constructed of this material 
(Photo 37).  
 
The addition projects out approximately 10 inches and extends 16 feet beyond the core. 
Likely constructed of adobe or CMU, it has a single opening containing a sliding 
aluminum window. Both the original elevation and the addition have a brocade stucco 
finish, which continues along the other sides of the building. 
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West 
 
The west elevation sits close to the rear side of a house on Closson Street. It consists of 
two additions with different roof heights, each containing a sliding aluminum window 
(Photo 38). The southern addition has a roof that slopes to the south.  

South 

This elevation comprises the sloped-roof addition and the extension forming the 
outdoor kitchen (Photo 39). The former has a pronounced overhang with a rotting 
plywood soffit painted green. Like the other additions to the dwelling, it contains a 
sliding aluminum window. The kitchen lean-to includes a pony wall topped by an 
opening filled in with screen. 

Interior 
 
The interior, enclosing four rooms, is a mixture of design and materials. They reflect the 
various construction phases and the modest—likely owner-built—approach. The front 
door opens to a 13' 8" x 18' 11" living room with a traditional layout featuring a 
centered fireplace bookended by the previously mentioned windows (Photo 40). The 
economical character of the house is evident in the painted brick mantel and surround. 
A nicho with twisted rope-molded columns is located above the mantel, though it is not 
exactly centered. The ceiling has a textured plaster finish with areas of exposed lath. 
 
The bedroom at the northwest corner displays large vigas finished with a clear varnish 
or polyurethane coating (Photo 41). The kitchen and bathroom are of different design 
and further illustrate the economical construction, with rough textured walls and 
tacked-on cabinetry (Photos 42 & 43). 
 
Walls and Fences 

All fences and walls on the property are of a non-historic age.  
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Historical Overview 

 
The early origin of the property is buried in a shadowy history of family land swaps and 
unrecorded (or at least undiscovered) deeds. Like many lanes branching from Alto 
Street, Polaco Street began as irrigated farmland. In the early 20th century, outside 
investors appeared, looking to make modest profits by dividing and selling off small 
pieces of cheap land. 
 
The 1912 King’s map shows the future course of Polaco Street as a line separating the 
Quintana family property to the east from those of the Sena family and others to the 
west (Fig. 1). This north-south property line would eventually become known as 
Quintana Alley. 
 
In 1932, Alejandro and Josefita Quintana deeded a 60-by-80-foot lot on the west side of 
Quintana Alley to Amalia Rivera.1 This appears to be the nucleus of the subject lot. The 
Quintanas had already sold other land along the alley, including a 40-by-60-foot parcel 
to the north of the study property, which was owned by Hilario Gabaldon. 
 
Quintana Alley began to build out with small homes, first appearing in a city directory in 
1934. The houses along the alley had no formal addresses and were instead identified 
simply as being on the west or east side of the street (Fig. 2). The fifth house on the 
west side was listed as owned by Isidro Rivera, Amalia’s husband. It is unclear exactly 
which house the directory referred to, but this marked the beginning of the Rivera 
Family Compound.  
 
The Rivera Family Compound 
 
The Rivera family was headed by Isidro Rivera y Quintana, who may have been related 
to the Quintana family that owned land along what became Polaco Street. Born in 1874, 
Isidro married Amalia while in his early twenties. The family eventually included ten 
children, some bearing archaic names such as Altagracia and Hermenegilda. Census 
records show that they moved frequently. 
 

 
1 Warranty Deed, Alejandro and Josefita M. Quintana to Amalia and Isidro Rivera, recorded June 6, 1933, 
Book 12, Page 91, Instrument # 45211, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
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At the turn of the century they were living in Canoncito, where Isidro farmed and raised 
sheep.2 By the late 1910s, the Riveras had relocated to Santa Fe, where Isidro worked at 
Closson and Closson Garage on Don Gaspar Avenue and lived in a house on Galisteo 
Street. A later census places the family on Cerrillos Road, a decade before they acquired 
the subject property on Polaco Street.  
 
The 1934 city directory listed Isidro and Amalia, along with their eldest son, Luciano, as 
living on Polaco Street.3 Luciano and his sister, Fidelia, would become long-term 
residents of the property, each later identified as the homeowner of one of the three 
dwellings that eventually comprised the compound. Like all houses on the street, the 
property did not receive a formal address until the late 1930s. The origin of the street’s 
name, Polaco Street—using the Spanish word for "Polish"—remains unclear. 
 
The 1950 census provides further information. The enumerator recorded three 
dwellings on the property, described simply as left, right, and rear. The right unit was 
vacant; the rear unit was rented to Frank and Carlota Martinez and their son, Oliver; and 
the left unit was occupied by Amalia and Luciano Rivera with Lorenzo Gutiérrez, who 
was identified as a stepson.4  
 
All the adult males were listed as laborers. Luciano, for example, worked in road 
maintenance for the county.5 These were everyday people—they likely got up early, left 
for work (some perhaps on foot), knew their neighbors, and shared a bond as working-
class Santa Feans.  
 
The arrangement of the three dwellings is evident in a 1958 aerial photograph, which 
shows all three units clearly. At that time, Buildings #1 and #2 did not yet have the 
additions they now hold (Fig. 4). 
 

 
2 U.S. Census Bureau, Year: 1910; Census Place: Canoncito, Santa Fe, New Mexico; Roll: T624_918; 
Page: 15a; Enumeration District: 0230; FHL microfilm: 1374931. 
3 Hudspeth Directory Company, Hudspeth Directory Company, Santa Fe City Directory, 1934 (El Paso: 
Hudspeth Directory Company, 1934), 156.  
4 United States Census Bureau, National Archives at Washington, DC; Washington, D.C.; Seventeenth 
Census of the United States, 1950; Year: 1950; Census Place: Santa Fe, Santa Fe, New Mexico; Roll: 3578; 
Page: 4; Enumeration District: 26-8. 
35 Ibid.  
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A Complicated Family Tree 
 
The 224 Polaco address disappeared from city directories during the 1960s, leaving only 
222 Polaco and, later, the addition of a “½” designation. Luciano, now retired, continued 
living on the property. A second dwelling was occupied by Steve Rivera, presumed to be 
a relative. Luciano’s mother, Amalia, also appears to have resided on the property 
during this period. 
 
By the late 1960s, Luciano’s sister, Fidelia, had returned to Polaco Street. She had since 
remarried—apparently for the third time—gaining the surname McGee. According to 
the 1974 city directory, the compound was then occupied by Luciano at 222 Polaco and 
by Fidelia and her husband, William McGee, at 222 ½. Like Luciano, William was retired, 
while Fidelia worked as a social worker, commuting to a child development center in 
Pojoaque.6 
 
Family ownership of the property shifted in 1977, when both Luciano and his mother 
died within a few months of each other. By this time, Building #1 and Building #2 had 
had received their additions, as evidenced by a 1978 aerial photograph (Fig. 5). 
 
City directories from the 1980s and early 1990s list Fidelia—now widowed—as the 
occupant and owner of the “½” unit. No other individuals are recorded as residing on 
the property during this time. However, this ownership record claim is complicated by a 
1979 transaction in which Fidelia transferred a property identified as 222 Polaco Street 
to Sharon Lynn Briles, also known as Ciaron John Wells.7  
 
Briles appears to have been Fidelia’s granddaughter; she lived on the property as a child 
during the 1940s and 1950s and was christened there in 1946,8 though she grew up 
primarily in Holbrook, Arizona (Fig. 6). After acquiring the property, Briles—using the 
name Ciaron John Wells —returned and converted Building #1, once her grandmother’s 
home, into an art studio. Based on a single image found online, Wells developed a style 
that combined Indigenous iconography, surrealism, and contemporary portraiture (Fig. 
6). A 1993 advertisement announced that one of her works was exhibited at the El 

 
6 R.L. Polk & Co., Santa Fe City Directory, 1974 (Dallas: R.L. Polk & Co., 1974), 225 and 490. 
7 Warranty Deed, Fidelia McGee to Sharon Lynn Briles, also known as John Wells Ciaron, recorded June 
16, 1979, Book 383, Page 647, Instrument # 442561, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
8 “Christening Party for Sharo Briles Attended by 60 Guests,” Santa Fe New Mexican, January 14, 1946, 3. 
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Dorado Hotel, listing a La Jolla, California, address as her contact (Fig. 6). Beyond this 
advertisement, Briles (under the Wells name) left little additional trace in public records. 
She is likely responsible for enclosing the front porch and adding the glass blocks. 
 
Fidelia McGee died on October 15, 1994. Following her death, an individual named 
Abraham Lincoln Briles filed a petition for adjudication of intestacy, requesting that the 
court formally determine McGee’s legal heirs.9 Abraham Lincoln Briles, it turns out, was 
Fidelia’s son and Sharon Briles’ father. Born in 1924, he joined the Marine Corps and, 
after the war, spent time living in Southern California, reflecting a pattern common 
among many NuevoMexicanos who sought work and new opportunities there (Fig. 6). 
 
In 2000, this complicated property became the subject of a court case. A group of 
plaintiffs, including Claran J. (“C.J.”) Wells and Perii Calles (formerly known as Perii 
Maestas), filed suit against a list of defendants that included the estates and 
descendants of the now-deceased Fidelia McGee and Abraham Lincoln Briles, alleging a 
fraudulent transfer of the property.10 Calles ultimately prevailed in the action and 
subsequently conveyed the land and its small dwellings to the current owner on 
October 17, 2024. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 Legal Notice, fourth column, Santa Fe New Mexican, May 14, 1995, C-4.  
10 Notice of Lis Pendens, State of New Mexico, County of Santa Fe, First Judicial Court, Claran J. (“C.J.”) 
Wells and Perii Calles (formerly known as Perii Maestas) vs Abraham Lincoln Briles et. al, recorded August 
18, 2000, Book 1798, Page 276, Instrument # 1126749, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.  
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Evaluation of Historical Status 
 
It is unclear what specific action led to these buildings being designated as Contributing 
Structures to the Westside-Guadalupe Historic District. Their merit appears to be more 
anthropological, serving as examples of low-cost construction and incremental, owner-
built additions over time. 
 
When considered under the code’s style-based criteria, the front and north façades of 
Building #3 exhibit some interest as vernacular expressions of period domestic 
architecture. However, the most expressive elevation—the front—has been somewhat 
diminished by the addition of a poorly constructed porch and a lean-to outdoor kitchen. 
 
Building #2 is a simple, unarticulated box, representing basic shelter rather than 
architectural expression. Building #3 should be disqualified under the code due to its 
porch enclosure, though it still retains interest as an artifact of individual, owner-driven 
modifications. 
 
Based on these considerations: 

• Building #1 is not recommended to retain Contributing status. 
• Building #2 is recommended as Contributing, with the south and west elevations 

identified as the primary façades. 
• Building #3 is recommended as Contributing, with the original portions of the 

east and north elevations identified as primary façades, and the understanding 
that non-original design elements and materials are excluded. 
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Illustrations 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: N. L. King, “Map of the City of Santa Fe,” 1912. 
The highlighted property line indicates approximate future course of Polaco Street.  
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Figure 2: 1934 Santa Fe city directory entry for Polaco Street. 
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Figure 3: October 25, 1948, aerial photograph. 
Rivera Family Compound dwellings identified. It is unclear if #1 is a dwelling  
or a shed and a fence. 
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Figure 4: November 10, 1958, aerial photograph. Rivera Family Compound dwellings. 
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Figure 5: September 11, 1978, aerial photograph. Rivera Family Compound dwellings. 
Note most of the additions are in place by this time. 
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Figure 6: Briles Family. Top, Sharon Lynn Briles, 1963; left, painting by Sharon Lynn 
Briles, aka, Ciaron John Wells, c. 1993; left, Abraham Lincoln Briles, 1953.  
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Survey Photographs 
(All images taken by John W. Murphey on May 22 and May 23, 2025) 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 2: Setting of Rivera Family Compound. Camera facing west.  
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Photo 3: Building #1. East elevation. Camera facing southeast.  
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Photo 4: Building #1. East elevation. South window. Camera facing southeast.  
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Photo 5: Building #1. East elevation. North window. Camera facing west.  
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Photo 6: Building #1. False parapet. Camera facing up.  
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Photo 7: Building #1. North elevation. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 8: Building #1. North elevation. Enclosed porch. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 9: Building #1. North elevation. Bathroom addition on the right. Camera facing 
northeast.  
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Photo 10: Building #1. North elevation. Bathroom addition windows.  
Camera facing south. 
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Photo 11: Building #1. West elevation. Camera facing northeast.  
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Photo 12: Building #1. West elevation. North window. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 13: Building #1. West elevation. South window. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 14: Building #1. South elevation. Camera facing northeast.  
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Photo 15: Building #1. South elevation. East window. Camera facing north.  
 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

  
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
   Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 23, 2025  
 

 

35 
 

 
Photo 16: Building #1. Interior of enclosed porch. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 17: Building #1. Interior of southwest room. Camera facing west. 
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Photo 18: Building #1. Interior of southwest room. Homemade mending plate. 
Camera facing down. 
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Photo 19: Building #1. Interior of southwest room. Nicho. Camera facing south. 
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Photo 20: Building #1. Interior of bathroom hall. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 21: Building #2. East elevation. Camera facing west. 
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Photo 22: Building #2. Front yard. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 23: Building #2. South elevation. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 24: Building #2. South elevation. Window. Camera facing north. 
 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

  
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Rivera Family Compound  
 

2. Location:  
 

220 and 222 Polaco Street  

Westside-Guadalupe Historic District – 

Santa Fe   

3. Local Reference Number: 
   Santa Fe ID: H-31060  

4. County: Santa Fe 
 

5. Date of Survey: May 23, 2025  
 

 

44 
 

 
Photo 25: Building #2. West elevation. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 26: Building #2. West elevation. North window. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 27: Building #2. West elevation. South window. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 28: Building #2. North elevation. Camera facing east. 
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Photo 29: Building #3. East elevation. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo 30: Building #3. East elevation. Porch. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 31: Building #3. East elevation. Entry door. Camera facing west. 
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Photo 32: Building #3. East elevation. Window. Camera facing west. 
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Photo 33: Building #3. East elevation. Outdoor kitchen addition.  
Camera facing west. 
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Photo 34: Building #3. North elevation. Camera facing southeast.  
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Photo 35: Building #3. North elevation. Exposed brick at chimney. Camera facing 
down.  
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Photo 36: Building #3. North elevation. Window east of chimney. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 37: Building #3. North elevation. Window east of chimney. Clay tile block 
construction exposed. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 38: Building #3. West elevation. Camera facing south.  
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Photo 39: Building #3. South elevation. Camera facing northwest.  
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Photo 40: Building #3. Interior of living room. Camera facing north.  
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Photo 41: Building #3. Interior of bedroom. Camera facing northwest.  
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Photo 42: Building #3. Interior of bathroom. Camera facing west.  
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Photo 43: Building #3. Interior of kitchen. Camera facing west.  
 

 


