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MS4 Overview



MS4 Background
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MS4 Permits Overview

Phase I: large urbanized areas (>100,000 population), began in 1990
Phase II: small urbanized areas (>50,000 population), began in 1999  

– Permits issued by the EPA, administered by EPA/State
– Each permit is distinct but all include MCMs
– Annual reports to show progress
– Permits on a 5-year cycle
– Population re-evaluated every 10 years 
– Used to be individual municipalities, now starting watershed-based 

permits



MS4 Permits in New Mexico

NMR04A000 NPDES Stormwater General Permit for MS4s in the 
Middle Rio Grande Watershed in New Mexico
- Albuquerque Urbanized Areas

NMR040000 NPDES Stormwater General Permit for Small MS4s in New 
Mexico
- Farmington, Santa Fe, Los Lunas, Las Cruces and El Paso Urbanized 

Areas
- Effective date: July 1, 2007
- Expiration date: June 30, 2012 (administratively continued) - draft 

permit 2015



MS4 Permit



MS4 Permit - Santa Fe

Stormwater Management Program (SWMP)



Minimum Control Measures (MCMs)

MCM 1: Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts

MCM 2: Public Involvement/Participation

MCM 3: Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

MCM 4: Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control

MCM 5: Post-Construction Stormwater Management in New 
Development and Redevelopment

MCM 6: Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal 
Operations



Our Stormwater Program



Municipal Stormwater Management



River & Watershed Section

Improve Surface water quality (MS4)

Optimize stormwater management and infrastructure

Restore ecological function and vitality of waterways 

Enhance understanding of the urban hydrologic system

We deploy innovative strategies to effectively manage stormwater. By re-integrating 
stormwater with the surrounding landscape, we build greater infrastructure capacity, 
improve water quality, and increase infiltration on public lands.



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

Achievements Overview and Highlighted Projects:
- Fully staffed section

- Secured additional funding beyond utility charge

- FEMA Hazard Mitigation and Public Assistance Grants (OEM)

- Que Linda 

- CWSRF

- City Policy Initiatives

- Midtown Stormwater Master Plan

- City Streets Design Guide

- West Alameda Pilot Project and Rebate Program

- Infrastructure Projects

- Santa Fe River Resiliency and Channel Stabilization Project - Design 100% complete

- Arroyo Chamisos North Forks Site 1 & 2 - Construction 90% complete

- Arroyo Chamisos North Fork Site 3- 100% Design 



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

MCM 1: Public Education and 
Outreach

- Overhaul of R&W website

- Green waste and household hazardous 

waste campaign

- New pet waste brochure

- Community events: Watershed Fest, 

Arbor Day, Love Your Watershed Day

- 6th Annual River Talk Series

- Storm drain inlet marker replacement

- Public signage

- Santa Fe Watershed Association 

programs



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

MCM 2: Public Involvement

- Santa Fe Watershed Association

- Workshops

- Adopt-a-Watershed

- River Source - Monarch Butterfly 

Station

- River Commission

- Rain Watchers

- FullCircle

- Trash Pandas

- Online Reporting Tool

● 1,815 volunteers
● 20,458 volunteer hours
● $717,366 in-kind value
● 1,875 SFWA in-kind staff hours
● 82.8 tons of trash removed
● 135 reaches addressed (~10 miles of waterways)



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

MCM 3: Illicit Discharge

- Business inspections

- Education

- System mapping

MCM 4: Construction Sites

- Inspections

- Education



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

MCM 5: Post-Construction Runoff 
Control

- Large-scale LID/GSI

- Workshops on maintenance

- Street Design Guide

- Erosion control structures

- Land Use Development Code  

Update 



2024-2025 MS4 Annual Report

MCM 6: Pollution Prevention / Good 
Housekeeping

- Vegetation management

- Infrastructure projects

- Education/training

- System maintenance

● 17 stretches cleared of debris/invasives (22 acres)
● $360,000 spent on vegetation management
● 23 outfalls + 2,452 inlets + 15 culverts cleaned = 1,750 tons of trash/debris removed
● 1,722 tons of sediment swept from roadways
● 849 encampments cleaned = 305 tons of trash removed
● 869 preventative work orders on City vehicles



Upcoming Projects

- Stream monitoring

- System mapping

- Education

- Waterway prioritization

- Arroyo Chamisos / Arroyo de los Pinos

- Cerro Gordo culvert

- Ashbaugh Park Infiltration Gallery

- Marc Brandt Park Bio Swale Project

- Residential LID/GSI

- Living River flows

- Invasive Species 

Studies

- River restoration

Water quality Quality infrastructure

Ecological restoration
Re-connecting stormwater 
to the landscape



River & Watershed Section

Zoe Isaacson, Program Manager
zrisaacson@santafenm.gov

Claire Jordy, Project Manager
csjordy@santafenm.gov 

https://santafenm.gov/public-works/parks-and-open-space/river-and-watershed
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