
City of Santa Fe
Land Use Department

200 Lincoln Ave.
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0909

PROJECT DESC: 

LOCATION: 215 WASHINGTON AVE
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Historic Status ReviewPROJECT TYPE: 

CASE NUMBER: 2019-000994--HDRB

Dennis PriceOwnerCONTACTS: 215 Washington

Daniel LujanApplicant

This is to certify that the Historic Districts Review Board (HDRB) acted on your request at their hearing on 
Oct 22, 2019. The decision of the Board was to designate on 215 Washington the west, north, and east façades as 
primary (#1-8) excluding the southern, single-story addition, the buttress on the south east side, the eastern 
second-story door and exterior stairway, and any non-historic features. The Board specifically pointed out the 
two-story massing, the roof style, and the symmetrical windows. The Board also upgraded 219 Washington from 
non-contributing to contributing referencing the age and historic usage as a residential garage and designating the 
western, street-facing façade as primary.

For further information please call 505-955-6605. 

Sincerely,

BOARD ACTION

Carlos Gemora

NOTE: Applicant can use this action letter to apply for construction permit, but the permit shall not be released until the end of the appeal period which starts 
on the date of filing of the Findings and Conclusions in the City Clerk’s office (SFCC 14-3.17(D)). Your permit will be denied if any changes on plans that were 
not approved by the HDRB or if conditions of approval are not met. Please attach copies of this letter to all sets when submitting for construction permits. 

Ver. 10           6/24/2019
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PUBLIC HEARING 
  
 There were no public comments. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION: 
 
MOTION: In Case 2024-007829-HDRB, 407 W. Buena Vista St., Member 

Biedscheid moved to approve the application as submitted and 
recommend by staff. The motion was seconded by Member Guida. 

 
VOTE: The motion passed by (5-0) roll call vote with Members Bienvenu, 

Guida, Valdo, Aguilar Medrano and Biedscheid voting in favor and none 
voting against. 

 
To view the entire recording of this hearing, see the YouTube video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNlGQnhI3BM (2:25:52 – 2:34:47) 

 
f.  2024-007814-HDRB. 219 Washington Ave. Downtown & Eastside 

Historic District. Contributing. John Padilla, agent for Dennis Price, 
owner, proposes door and window replacement on the south, east, and 
west elevations and insertion of new windows on the north elevation. 
An exception is requested to Section 14-5.2(D)(5)(a) for door and 
window replacement on the primary facade, and Section 14-
5.2(D)(1)(a) removal of historic material. (Ramon Sarason) 

 
BACKGROUND & SUMMARY: 
219 Washington occupies the northwest corner of the former Levi A. Hughes estate 
is a low, flatroof building that initially worked as a garage. The non-descript structure 
faces Washington Avenue and sits directly adjacent to a wide sidewalk made of 
glazed clay blocks. To the north is a concrete walkway leading to the former McKee 
Office Building. To the south is the lawn of the onetime Levi A. and Christine L. 
Hughes residence. 
 
Constructed between 1930 and 1942, the garage is made of structural clay tile and 
finished with stucco painted in a buckskin color. The previous garage faces the street 
with an altered facade. 
 
Its bay has been filled with doors and windows. These include two sets of large multi-
light wood windows that sit on low bulkheads faced with stretcher row brick. The 
public access to the building is through a ¾-glass door at the northwest corner. The 
structure is currently utilized for commercial business. 
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This property was brought before the Board October, 22, 2019 (Case # 2019-0994-
HDRB) and the structure was upgraded to contributing and the western, street facing 
façade designated as primary. 
 
Now, the applicant proposes the following exterior alterations: 
 
1)  Renovations and Alterations to the north, west, south, and east elevations of the 

structure. 
2)  North Façade includes the introduction of new windows to provide additional 
natural light to the proposed sleeping rooms. Exception required Section 14-5.2(D) 

(5)(a). 
3)  West Façade includes the removal of an existing door and the introduction of a 

new entrance door in the enlarged existing opening. Exception required Section 
14-5.2(D) (5)(a). 

4)  South Façade includes the removal of an existing door and the introduction of a 
new entrance door in the enlarged existing opening. Introduction of a new 
window to provide dditional natural light to the proposed sleeping room. 
Exception required Section 14-5.2(D) (5) (a). 

5)  East Façade includes removal of the existing north door and introduction of a 
new entrance door in the enlarged existing opening. Introduction of a new 
window in a previous center door opening to provide additional natural light to 
the proposed sleeping room. The existing opening will be reduced in size. 
Introduction of a new window in the existing south opening to provide additional 
natural light to the proposed bathroom.  Exception required Section 14-5.2(D) 
(5) (a). 

6)  The existing Storage Area will be renovated in the interior and will replace the 
existing door with a new door in the existing opening. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff finds that all the exception criteria have been met but the Board may find that 
they have not upon further testimony. Otherwise, staff recommends approval of the 
application as it complies with 14-5.2(D) General Design Standards for all H Districts, 
and 14-5.2(E) Downtown and Eastside Design Standards. 
 
 Member Bienvenu said, regarding the exception criteria, the applicant took on 
exceptions for all the facades.  The Board only needs to address an exception request 
for the west facade because the window and door alterations elsewhere don't require 
an exception.  He said the exception request for the west façade is an ADA issue. 
 
APPLICANT PRESENTATION: 
 
 John Padilla, PO Box 22986, Santa Fe, was sworn.  He said the primary 
façade is the west elevation.  The intent is to take a from a business office and convert 
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it to hotel rooms. The primary façade does have an existing 2’ 8” (width) door.  They 
want to ensure that accessibility is there.  The property at 215 currently has an ADA 
compliant unit that has direct access off the ground floor.  It is an accessibility issue 
for this group of three units.  It is the primary façade.  They want to be compliant with 
accessibility that is the exception they brought forth.   
 
 Member Guida said it’s an artful job.  Point of clarification on his understanding 
is that two openings were infill, they were garage doors at one time.  Drawings 
suggest that head of the door and window don’t line up. 
 
 Mr. Padilla said he didn’t recall that the line is continuous because it is a 
different height.   
 
 Chair Rios asked if the windows are going to be true divided light. 
 
 Mr. Padilla said they were going to do simulated divided light, if that is the 
wishes of the Board. 
 
 Mr. Sarason pointed out on the west elevation where the vine is, there’s an 
eave that is not indicated on the drawings.  That facilitates holding up the vines. 
 
 Mr. Padilla said there’s not intent to change the primary façade only the door. 
 
 Chair Rios said simulated in this case is fine because when you look at it, it 
looks like true divided light. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
  
 John Eddy, previously sworn, said he was glad the Board was talking about 
divided lights.  He asked about the door. whether it is a style and rail door. 
 
 Mr. Padilla said it is a style and rail door, it is solid. 
 
 Chair Rios asked if on the simulated divided lights, they are going to have 
thickness to it. 
 
 Mr. Padilla said yes, if it is a condition of approval, it will be simulated divided 
light. 
 
 Stefanie Beninato, previously sworn, she really likes the building.  
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BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION: 
 
MOTION: In Case 2024-007814-HDRB, 219 Washington Ave., Member Bienvenu 

moved that findings be entered that all exception criteria have been 
met, particularly noting the necessity for accessibility, requiring a slight 
modification to the door opening on the primary façade; and that the 
application be approved on the condition that as represented by the 
applicant that the replacement windows be true simulated divided lights 
or actual divided lights. The motion was seconded by Member Guida, 
with friendly amendment that the Board clarify that the exceptions are 
required only for the primary facade and not the others. 

 
  Member Bienvenu accepted the friendly amendment. 
 
VOTE: The motion passed by (5-0) roll call vote with Members Guida, Valdo, 

Aguilar Medrano, Biedscheid and Bienvenu voting in favor and none 
voting against. 

 
To view the entire recording of this hearing, see the YouTube video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNlGQnhI3BM (2:34:47 – 2:58:14) 
 

g.  2024-007885-HDRB. 646 Old Santa Fe Trl. Downtown & Eastside 
Historic District. Contributing. Daniel Strongwater, agent for 646 Old 
Santa Fe Trail LLC, owner, proposes door replacement on the east and 
west elevations, historic window repair and replacement of non-historic 
windows, the modification of a parapet on the north elevation, 
construction of an ADA ramp on the south elevation, and the addition 
of a porch on the west elevation. (Heather Lamboy) 

 
BACKGROUND & SUMMARY: 
The building at 646 Old Santa Fe Trail originally was constructed as a single-family 
residence and listed as contributing to the Downtown and Eastside Historic District. 
 
While there have been changes and additions made to the property in the past, there 
are no formal HDRB cases. Those changes were made prior to the consistent record 
keeping by the Division starting in the 1990s. 
 
Now, the applicant proposes the following exterior alterations: 
 
1.  Window replacement on all elevations. The applicant has provided a window 

assessment that determines the overall condition of the windows. Two of the 
original historic windows will be repaired on the east and north elevations, and 
replacement windows will match the original 6/1 divided lite windows. 
































