
Chapter 1. Introduction & 
Purpose

Purpose

The Guide assists both public and 
private professionals to apply 

consistent, safe, multimodal street 
design in Santa Fe 

Replaces static code Chapter 14, 
offers flexibility and 

context-sensitive design



Road Street
Moves vehicles quickly Supports people and places
Prioritizes speed & efficiency Prioritizes safety & access
Connects distant places Connects local destinations
Designed for throughput Designed for economic and civic life

A road is a transportation corridor—its job is to move 
vehicles efficiently and quickly over distance.

A street is a platform for community life—it’s transactional, supports exchange, public transit, access, and 
human interaction at human scale.

Why it matters:
“Are we designing for mobility, or for community?”
The Guide answers this question with appropriate contextual design standards and cross-section options.



Chapter 1. Introduction & 
Purpose

Alignment with City and MPO plans and resolutions that 
share the same principles (Complete Streets, equity, 

multimodal safety).

Strategic resource during conceptual 
design phase.

To achieve innovative, multi-modal design, the following 
guidelines should take precedence in this order:
 

• NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 

• AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 

Streets



Chapter 2. Contextual Street 
Design Framework 

Context

Built on City and Citizens goals: safe, equitable, 
multimodal transportation

Emphasizes complete streets accommodating all users 
(pedestrians, bikers, transit, vehicles)

Guiding Principles

Safety-first! Not just for drivers but all users. 

Equity and access: serving low-income, minority, zero-vehicle, 
aging populations

Context sensitivity: historic districts, urban core,  residential 
street, commercial corridor.



Type III Minor Arterials 3 – 6

Purpose: Connect travelers to 
destinations within the city

Primary Modes: All

Moderate speeds

Moderate intervals (intersection 
spacing)

Frequent curb cuts

Typically surrounded by commercial or 
dense multi-family uses

Type IV Major Arterials 5 – 8

Purpose: Accommodate longer-
distance travel within, into, and out 
of the city

Primary Modes: Passenger 
Vehicles, Commercial Vehicles, 
Transit

High speeds

Some access control

Some curb cuts for major commercial 
access

Sometimes surrounded by commercial 
uses, sometimes traveling through or 
around rural or lower-density settings

Type V
Freeways & 
Interstates

4 - 8

Purpose: Long-distance regional 
and interstate travel in, out, and 
through the region

Primary Modes: Passenger 
Vehicles, Commercial Vehicles

High speeds

Access-controlled

Pedestrians and cyclists prohibited on 
interstates

Design guidance not developed in this 
document.

Type
Functional 

Classification
Typical 
Lanes

Purpose & 
Modes Served

Characteristics in

Santa Fe

Street Type Defined



Street Type: Target Widths and Prioritized by Context 



Chapter 3. Right-of-Way 

Alignment with City of Santa Fe Multimodal Transition 
Plan, the 2025-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and 

other City and MPO plans and resolutions that share the 
same principles (Complete Streets, equity, multimodal 

safety).

Strategic resource during conceptual 
design phase.



Chapter 4. Elements of the Street

Cross-Section Elements & Hierarchy
Standard Elements

Sidewalks, curb extensions, parking, bike 
lanes (buffered/protected), travel lanes, 

medians, street trees
ADA-compliant curb ramps, pedestrian 
refuge islands, transit stop treatments

Clear cross-section descriptions, 
elements and targets provide clarity and 

certainty for  developer plans.                     
Referencing national guidance (NACTO, 

AASHTO) embedded in the Guide

Example: Paseo de 
Peralta designed as 
Minor Arterial - Before

Paseo de Peralta still 
designed as Minor 
Arterial but context 
prioritized results via 
this Guide.  



Chapter 5. Safety & Transportation 
Analyses

Purpose

Ensure that safety is the foundation 
of every conceptual street design.

Designers must identify crash risks early using local 
data, prioritize vulnerable users, and apply proven 
countermeasures—especially along High Injury 
corridors—to deliver context-sensitive designs that 
prevent serious injuries and fatalities.



Chapter 6. Intersections

Meet User Needs – Balance motor vehicle 
and non-motorized movement

Accessibility – Follow ADA and universal 
access standards

Reclaim Space: Wide intersections are not 
always necessary for the efficient movement 
of motor vehicles. Underutilized intersection 
space can be reallocated for transit users, 

pedestrians, cyclists, and green space.



Chapter 7. Drainage

Street drainage design reduces pollution & minimizes runoff 
impacts

Must address both quantity & quality of stormwater
Aligned with Chapter 14 of Santa Fe Land Development Code

Good engineering judgment & site-specific flexibility 
encouraged

Protect public health, safety, and welfare
Maintain natural hydrologic systems

Prevent property damage from flooding
Support long-term environmental resilience

Preserve floodplains & natural drainage paths
Protect sensitive areas: wetlands, bosques, riparian zones

Minimize erosion and sedimentation
Prevent runoff from harming acequias or irrigation 

infrastructure

Encourage infiltration, reuse, and 
evapotranspiration

Integrate stormwater management into streetscape
Support aesthetic, functional, and sustainable goals
Facilitate maintenance access for drainage systems
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