
1010 Camino San Acacio | Rohrlich Residence 
— 
PROJECT PROPOSAL 
March 31, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

The single-family residence at 1010 Camino San Acacio was originally built in 1963 by Louis Ewing as a personal 

residence with help from neighbors and many local materials, as was typical of the time. It features an exposed stone 

rubble foundation with stuccoed pentile or CMU walls, and an eaved low-pitched roof with decorative corbel ends on 

an exposed ridge beam and rafter ends. The North (street facing) facade features a stained glassier window created by 

Ewing himself, who was a noted artist and pioneer in screenprinting.  

Ewing, born in Idaho, moved to Santa Fe in 1935 to work on the New Mexico Federal Art Project of the WPA. He 

later worked for the Laboratory of Anthropology in Santa Fe, New Mexico where he continued to produce 

screenprinted art. 

The home was renovated by Alan Ortiz-Seligman in 2021, replacing nearly all original windows with aluminum clad 

units, and re-stuccoing the exterior.  The current owners obtained the property in 2021.  

This proposal seeks to make the following changes to improve the livability of the home  for the current residents who 

hope to move aging family into a proposed casita in the future. A total additional 385SF of conditioned space will be 

added. 175SF of additional roofed area will be added. 

• CARPORT (+0SF conditioned space) 

• Excavate to standard 8’ ceiling height 

• Add a single double-width garage door as shown in plans with vertical board orientation and stained to match 

existing trim work with Diamond Vogel Grain Stain Parson Gray 

• Add an access door on the East wall, relocated from existing main patio entrance 

• ENTRY & PORTAL (+385sf conditioned space) 

• Enclose the existing upper landing of entry stairway. Existing exterior door (previously approved in 2021 

renovation) shall be relocated to North facade of entry. Adds 98sf conditioned space, no new roofed area. 

• Enclose existing South portal (non-publicly visible) for additional 287sf of conditioned space, no new roofed area. 

• Install new vertical plank wood door with window on North Entry wall, and relocate existing glass entry door to S 

wall. 

• CLOSET (+175SF conditioned space) 

• Construct a new 175sf walk-in closet on the East facade of house with a flat roof and low profile 4’x4’ skylight in 

Mill Finish. 

• Stucco to match existing El Rey Ash 

• PARKING SPACE 

• Border a new parking space on the Northeast corner of the lot with a dry-stack sandstone retaining wall. 
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REQUESTED CODE EXCEPTIONS 

The enclosure of the Entry and South Portal require exceptions to the following code provisions: 

14-5.2(D)(2)(c) Additions are not permitted to primary façades  

14-5.2(D)(4) Porches and Portals: Existing porches or portals shall not be enclosed 

Below are responses to the exception criteria. Note responses are the same for both, given they refer to the same design 

proposal of enclosing the Entry and South Portal: 

i. Do not damage the character of the district; 

The enclosure of the Entry and South Portal harmonize with the district and home through re-use of existing 

architectural detailing, color and material palettes. The South Portal is non-publicly visible, thus not 

contributing to the public character of the district, and the Entry, while visible, is a substantially de-emphasized 

component of the project, tucked far back from the street up a staircase. The proposed design maintains the 

visible corbels, roofline and significant aspects of the facade while increasing the utility and legibility of the 

entry, therefore not damaging the character of the district. 

ii. Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare; and 

The Rohrlich family returned to Santa Fe to raise their own children, and care for aging family. They have 

outgrown the living space, and hope to add square footage and utility to the home year round while maintaining 

its architectural character. To prevent the financial, emotional and physical hardship associated with moving, 

the proposed design enables the family to stay in place. The new entry and foyer provide a more secure and 

practical entry to the house in all seasons, with additional security provided through the closure of an existing 

opening in the yard wall and more substantial door/entry. 

Lastly, the homeowners seek to avoid hardship associated with further disruption to the constrained and 

inclined project site. Enclosing the portal and entry add square footage and improve resident access without 

additional roofed area or site disturbance. 

iii. Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of design options to ensure that 

residents can continue to reside within the historic districts. 

This proposal balances the family’s desire to reside in the historic district in a house that both maintains its 

historic character, while also serving their practical needs as a multigenerational family. Through their 

stewardship, the Rohrlich’s will continue to care for the home, strengthening its unique contribution to the 

character of the neighborhood. 
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