
 
January 13, 2025 
 
City of Santa Fe 
Historic District Review board 
Letter of Exception to Section 14-5.2(D)(4) Porches and Portals 
 
re:    Barrel Cactus Spirits 
         502 Cerrillos Road 
         Santa Fe, NM  87505 
HD:   Transition Zone 
 
To the Historic Review Board, 
 
The owner of the property located at 502 Cerrillos Rd, Santa Fe, NM  87505, Debra Olinger, would like to 
enclose the portal at the NE corner of the building and requests an exception to Section 14-5.2(D)(4) for 
the following reasons: 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district.    
If anything, this modification enhances the character of the district.  There is a myriad of 
architectural design in this neighborhood from historic to very contemporary.  Enclosing the 
small portal would unify the historic design of the building’s elevation and the 
neighborhood. 
 

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare. 
There is definitely a hardship to the owner as well as the public. 
If the entrance to Barrel Cactus Spirits is left “as Is’ it will create confusion as to where the 
actual entrance is on the exterior as well as the interior.  The owner will be constantly re-
directing patron foot traffic to the actual entrance and exit.  The confusing scenario could 
result in injury to the public as they try to navigate to the actual entrance. The newly 
approved entrance provides readily safe access for ADA patrons as well. 
 

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range  of 
design options to ensure that resident can continue to reside within the historic districts. 

 
 
 
 
 



Other portals in the district have received previous approval for the HDRB to be enclosed, 
and references that as a precedent that would provide a rationale for the enclosure of the 
portal at the subject property. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kevin M. Skelly, President 
K.M. Skelly, Inc. 
505.577.7909 

PO Box 23086 | Santa Fe, NM   87502 
505.992.1459 office | www.kmskelly.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 


















