
Historic Districts and Historic Landmarks 

Design Standards and Signage Exception Criteria 

 

General Statement and Explanation: 

 This is a request to allow the replacement of a previously existing pro-panel roof over a rustic 
rock shed found to be a contributing historic structure with a bitumen roof that is covered (and hidden) by 
a deck that is of a similar color to the original red pro-panel roof. The project address is 1182 Cerro Gordo 
Road.  

The reason for the request is that the roof of the stone shed is roughly the same elevation as the 
floor of the house to which the shed is an accessory. As a result, the “roof” of the shed has also been used 
as the “deck” of the main house. The propanel roof/deck is an attractive nuisance- it had sharp metal 
edges where the propanel laps outside the shed and there is an 8’ drop at the end of the roof/deck that is 
entirely unsafe and unprotected.  

The applicant request that we be allowed to use bitumen as a roofing material for the shed and 
allow us to cover the bitumen roof with a deck and railing for life safety purposes. The applicant requests 
the use of bitumen roofing material because it is consistent with roofing on other historic contributing 
structures and has no sharp edges or overlaps. The bitumen will protect and preserve the structure and 
prevent water damage and infiltration. Without some roof the structure will degrade quickly and propanel 
is uneven and has sharp edges that are a hazard to the residents of the main house who use the roof as a 
deck. We request that we be allowed to install a deck close in color to the propanel because the exposed 
bitumen roof alone will be unsafe and uneven. The covering deck prevents trip hazards and since the roof 
is used as a deck by the main house it should have decking material to allow safe use. In addition, the 
deck will hide the bitumen roof, leaving the outward appearance of the project roughly the same as it was 
when the propanel was in place.  

There will be little or no visible change to the structure when the work is complete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Request for Exception to replace roof “not in kind” on a contributing structure.  

The first request is to section 14-5.2(D)(6) for replacing the roof of an approximate 12x10  contributing 
structure not in-kind. We are proposing to remove a red pro-panel (ridged) roof and install a bitumen 
(BRAI) roof covered by a trex deck similar in color to the propanel. Since the contributing structure roof 
also serves as a deck for the principal residence behind it, this roof/deck should be flat by life/safety 
building code and should not have flash/sharp edges on its perimeter. 
 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district 

(a) Please find attached a sketch detailing the proposed roofing structure. 

The design incorporates 2 x 8 stub roof rafters on 16-inch centers, with a quarter-inch slope per 
foot. The roofing consists of 5/8ths OSB, 30lbs roofing felt, and a BRAI layer overlapping onto 
the stone structure. The slope guarantees water will slide off the side and not erode the structure. 
This configuration ensures the protection and longevity of the structure. 

Importantly, the roof joists are supported by four interior posts, eliminating any load bearing on 
the exterior stone walls. This measure prevents further deterioration of the original structure. The 
Trex deck will be installed only after the roof is completed and will not bear on any portion of the 
stone walls. 

As the attached sketch illustrates, the design ensures that no additional load is placed on the stone 
walls, while providing a protective roof to preserve the structure. By preserving the structure we 
ensure that we do not damage the character of the district – we maintain it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare 

(a) The change from pro-panel to trex is required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an 
injury to the public welfare because the previous roof presented a sharp metal edge (cutting 
hazard) to people walking in the back yard and the ProPanel ridges presented a trip hazard for 
people walking on the “roof” of the stone structure, which roof was used as a deck by people 
walking in the backyard. This roof/deck was rimmed by an unprotected (no railing) 8’ drop. 
This structure violated multiple provisions of the building code (nonflat surface, unrailed 8’ 
drop/fall) and presented a serious safety hazard. The proposed bitumen roof covered by a flat 
deck meets present building codes, protects against serious injury and is in character with the 
property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of 
design options to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 
 

(a) High Desert Contractors wishes to confirm that the proposed project will not alter the height, 
scale, massings, or floor step backs of the existing stone structure, thus preserving the unique and 
historic shed. As the deck is located in the backyard and out of public view, the proposed changes 
will not impact the public or surrounding neighbors within the historic district. 
 
High Desert Contractors is dedicated to preserving the City's historic character. We will be using 
BRAI/Bitumen because it is a common material used in the historic area. Modified bitumen 
roofing can withstand both high and low temperatures. The bitumen roofing systems offer greater 
thickness and redundancy to protect the assets of the shed building. When property is installed 
and maintained, bitumen system can last up to 20 years.  
 
The ability to construct a full roof system under the deck is essential for maintaining the 
residential character and vitality of the Historic District by protecting the stone structure. The 
earth-toned color of the deck will harmonize with the existing house, and the design of the 
addition is consistent with the architectural vocabulary of the surrounding area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Request for an exception from section 14-5.2(D)(2)(5)(b): 

“Adding” an architectural feature to a primary façade. This is the existing stairs on the now contributing 
yard wall. 

(i) Do not damage the character of the district 

(a) The stairs do not damage the character of the district because the steps have been there at least 
15 years and have not hurt anything yet. The stairs are only visible from the rear yard of the property 
immediately downhill from the subject residence, and that property has gone undergone a complete 
remodel over the last three years and has a new occupant.  

 

(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare 

(a) the exception is required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public 
welfare because the steps allow a fire exit to the rear should the house catch on fire, providing 
a second fire exit (front and rear) mandatory for life safety.  
 

(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of 
design options to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 

(a) The steps are only there for life safety (fire exit) and are consistent with construction in this 
cul-de-sac. Any other form of rear exit could impact the rumored “acequia” to the rear of the 
subject property. Therefore, the steps preserve the character of the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
Figure 3: This is the Trex decking color that we propose will be used over the roof as deck space. 
 



 
Figure 4: Example of proposed square steel to be used as a the railing  



 
Figure 12: Example of proposed round steel to be used as railing  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1: TPO color “Tan” is what is currently being used as the roof of the stone structure.  
 

 
Figure 2: BRAI roof color “Tan” is what we are proposing we use as the roof of the stone structure.  



 

 
This is a picture of the south elevation from Zillow. This shows what the 
Backyard area looked like before Lisa Andree Falls took over ownership. The Red 
propanel material served as the stone shed’s roof prior. 



 
This is a picture of the south elevation from Zillow. This shows what the 
Backyard area looked like before Lisa Andree Falls took over ownership. Old, illegal 
coyote fence lines the backyard area. Its illegal because this fence is only 30 feet tall 
and poses a risk of injury or death. Also in this picture is another view of the propanel 
material used as a roof for the stone shed below. 



 
This is a picture of the south elevation from Zillow. This shows what the 
Backyard area looked like before Lisa Andree Falls took over ownership. In this picture 
is another view of the ProPanel material used as a roof for the stone shed below.  



 
 

Figure 18: This is a picture of the south elevation from Zillow. This shows what the 
Backyard area looked like before Lisa Andree Falls took over ownership. In this picture 
is another view of the ProPanel material used as a roof for the stone shed below. Also 
the red arrows point out where the fencing used to be. Both picket and coyote fence 
were used. Both sections of fence were 30” tall 

 
 
 



 
 
Another picture of the deck floating above the shed 



 
Shed  



Inside shed 



 
Inside shed 
 
 



 
Outside shed 
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