
December 16, 2024

Dear Historic Districts Review Board and City Staff,

I, Rachel Heydemann, the owner of the property at 1525 Upper Canyon Road, am submitting this
application to replace the home’s existing windows and doors to honor and protect its historic
significance, its Old Santa Fe design standard. I am also applying to conduct a re-stucco in the
same buckskin color: El Rey Buckskin Stucco Finish.

There are nine windows in the home. I will replace eight of the nine with exact replicas – equal
dimensions, in the precise divided light patterns currently represented, refurbished exterior frames
in white, matching the current pattern and type of window. Six of the windows are six over six
divided light double hung sash windows. In the enclosed porch, there are four repurposed eight lite
sash windows arranged in a wood frame and a steel-framed nine lite steel window. I will replace
those in the same pattern, in a modern, energy efficient version.

The ninth window is an exception: it is a non-historic window, likely added when a bathroom was
installed inside the home (which was not typical at the time the home was built) to provide
ventilation for that interior addition. That room will remain a bathroom, thus ventilation is
important, however the window is out of character with the historic pattern of the other windows.
It is much smaller, single pane casement window, and disruptive to the primary facade in its
incongruous design. I propose to replace this window, as shown in the elevations, with an exact
match of the other windows on this facade.

I believe this will enhance the facade by creating balance, harmony, and symmetry that currently
feels disjointed, haphazard, and unattractive. In that regard, this change meets the intentions of
the historic board. When an installation was done in a way that undermines the historical
integrity of the neighborhood, whether due to a lack of aesthetic awareness, lack of commitment
to the cause of preservation, limited financial resources and use of any available material, or any
other reason, our only choice is to attempt to redeem that decision and create integrity and
harmony where it was lacking.

All windows will be replaced with aluminum clad.

Additionally, the door on the non-primary north-facing facade will be replaced with a door that is
more harmonious than the existing black, metal door. The door will be wood and will feature a
consistent divided light pattern to fit in with the vernacular of the home.



~

Brief history:

The Tobias and Gumecinda Lujan house constructed in the 1930’s at 1525 Canyon Road is a 980
sq. ft. adobe single family residence. The house faces southeast toward Canyon Road and is simple
in its expression. Its walls are thick and without articulation. The unaltered core of the house dates
to at least 1948, as discernable in aerial photography. The only significant change is the enclosure
and raising of the roof of the northwest porch in 1978.

~

Thank you very much for your service to our community.

Sincerely,

Rachel Heydemann



Historic Districts and Historic Landmarks 
Design Standards and Signage Exception Criteria 
 
 
(i) Do not damage the character of the district 
 
Response:  
 
Windows A and B need to be addressed to preserve the historic structure. They will be replaced 
with exact replicas – in like and kind – thus preserving the character of the district. 
 
 
Note, that though the sills are buried in the wall with a flush concrete 
sill added to exterior. Since sills are flush it is allowing water to run back into the adobe wall 
causing damage. 
 
(ii) Are required to prevent a hardship to the applicant or an injury to the public welfare 
 
Response:  
 
As per the professional opinion of Ra N. Patterson, the current windows are allowing water to 
run back into the adobe wall, causing significant damage to the structure by deteriorating the 
adobe wall and compromising its structural integrity. The adobe wall will continue to erode if 
this issue is not resolved, posing tremendous risk to the overall property with the potential for 
complete disintegration over time. The windows cannot be preserved nor can the situation 
continue to be neglected to live safely in the structure and to also ensure the short and long term 
preservation of the historic property with integrity. 
 
The windows need to be replaced in order to protect the structure to mitigate this drainage issue. 
As Ra. Patterson detailed, the windows need to be replaced.  
 
“The windows perimeter jamb is also the buck for the opening, meaning the window would be 
destroyed during removal. Therefore, a new window will need to be made in like and kind for the 
two windows.” 
 
(iii) Strengthen the unique heterogeneous character of the City by providing a full range of 
design options to ensure that residents can continue to reside within the historic districts 
 
Response:  



The replacement windows for A + B will strengthen the unique heterogeneous character by 
remaining contiguous with the existing design while also protecting the overall structure of the 
historic home from continuous and inevitable disintegration. Granting this exception is an act of 
integrity to the mission of this board in service of preserving historic structures by allowing me 
to invest in the protection of this cultural and historical asset. With each passing year left 
neglected, it becomes more difficult if not impossible to maintain this house for posterity. 



1525 U Canyon Rd.      Heydemann Residence                                   4-12-2024 

 

South Side – Residence Front Elevation 

 

East Side - Residence Elevation 



 

 

1525 U Canyon Rd.        Heydemann Residence                          4-12-2024 

 

North Side – Residence Rear Elevation 

 

West Side - Residence Elevation 



 

1525 U Canyon Rd.       Heydemann Residence                          4-12-2024 

 

 

South Side - Shed / Garage Front Elevation 

 

East Side – Shed / Garage Elevation 



1525 U Canyon Rd.         Heydemann Residence                        4-12-2024 

 

North Side – Shed / Garage Rear Elevation 

 

West Side – Shed / Garage Elevation 

 



1525 U Canyon Rd.         Heydemann Residence                          4-12-2024 

 
Street View – Looking East - U Canyon Rd. 

 

 

Street View – Looking West - U Canyon Rd. 
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